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THE  COUNCIL  OF  THE  COUNTY  PALATINE 

OF  DURHAM. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Health  Committee. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  thirty-fourth  annual 
report. 

Having  regard  to  the  high  death-rate  from  influenza  in 
the  early  part  of  the  year,  the  mortality  statistics  for  1924 
are  satisfactory,  the  slight  increase  over  the  previous  year 
being  entirely  due  to  the  larger  number  of  deaths  from 
influenza  and  associated  complications. 

A satisfactory  feature  of  the  mortality  statistics  is  the 
small  number  of  deaths  from  infective  diseases,  the  zymotic 
death-rate  being  one  of  the  lowest  ever  recorded. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

T.  EUSTACE  HILL. 


December,  1925. 
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AREA. 

The  area  of  the  administrative  county  has  remained 
unchanged  throughout  the  year  1924  and  stands  at  632,280 
acres.  The  extreme  west  of  the  county  is  largely  agricultural 
with  a little  quarrying,  while  the  remainder  is  of  an  industrial 
character,  the  chief  industries  being  mining  and  shipbuilding. 

The  area  in  acres  of  each  sanitary  district  in  the 
administrative  county  is  given  in  Tables  A.  and  B.  appended 
to  this  report. 


POPULATION. 

The  Registrar-General  estimates  the  population  of  the 
administrative  county  at  mid-year  1924  to  be  988,600  and  on 
this  figure  the  statistics  in  the  report  have  been  calculated. 
The  figure  shows  an  increase  of  13,000  over  the  estimated 
population  for  1923  (975,600)  and  this  increase  is  approxi- 
mately the  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  i.e.,  the  natural 
increase  of  population.  It  is  probably  a fair  estimate  as, 
owing  to  the  industrial  depression  prevailing,  no  new  works, 
on  a large  scale  have  been  established  which  would  cause 
an  increase  of  population  due  to  immigration. 

ANNUAL  REPORTS. 

With  the  exception  of  the  report  of  the  medical  officer  of 
health  of  the  Chester-le-Street  rural  district,  all  the  annual 
reports  were  received  during  the  year. 

Owing  to  the  death  of  Dr.  J.  Taylor,  of  Chester-le-Street, 
the  work  of  the  Chester-le-Street  rural  district  has  been  in 
the  hands  of  a locum  tenens  pending  a permanent  appointment 
which  has  now  been  made,  Dr.  T.  C.  Penfold  having  been 
appointed  in  the  early  part  of  1925. 

SANITARY  STAFF. 

During  the  year  Dr.  P.  A.  Dormer  succeeded  Dr.  A.  K. 
Towers  (resigned)  as  medical  officer  of  health  of  Jarrow,  while 
in  Stockton  Dr.  G.  C.  M.  M‘Gonigle  was  appointed  in  the 
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place  of  Dr.  T.  Horne,  who  retired  after  many  years  of 
excellent  service.  Dr.  W.  Murray  Taylor  was  appointed  to 
be  medical  officer  of  health  temporarily  to  the  Consett  urban 
district  following-  the  death  of  Dr.  A.  D.  M.  Macmtyre,  who 
had  held  the  post  for  twenty-five  years.  This  temporary 
appointment  was  made  owing  to  negotiations  having  been 
entered  into  with  adjoining  districts  with  a view  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  a joint  whole-time  officer.  Dr.  R.  Steel  was  appointed 

medical  officer  of  health  of  the  Crook  urban  district  in  place 
of  Dr.  W.  M.  Mackay  who  had  been  acting  temporarily  since 
the  death  of  his  father,  Dr.  A.  Mackay,  who  had  rendered 
efficient  service  for  over  twenty-five  years.  The  district  of 
Whickham  and  the  public  health  service  of  the  county  suffered 
a great  loss  in  the  lamented  death  of  Dr.  A.  Smith  , who  for 
21  years  held  the  position  of  medical  officer  of  health  to  the 
Whickham  urban  district.  It  is  impossible  to  exaggerate  the 
good  influence  exercised  by  Dr.  Smith.  Dr.  E.  Davison 
Smith  is  acting  pending  the  appointment  of  a successor. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  death-rate  for  the  year  1924  in  the  administrative 
county,  as  in  the  country  generally,  shows  an  increase  on  that 
for  the  previous  year,  as  does  the  infant  mortality  rate,  the 
latter  in  the  county  having  increased  from  86  to  97,  which  is 
only  slightly  below  the  rate  for  1922.  Fortunately  the  death- 
rate  from  zymotic  diseases  is  much  lower  than  that  for  last 
year,  measles  and  whooping  cough  being  much  less  prevalent. 
On  the  other  hand  influenza  caused  considerably  more  deaths, 
the  rate  per  1,000  population  being  0-70  as  against  0.14  in 
1923. 

The  birth-rate  is  very  slightly  lower  than  last  year,  25.42 
compared  with  25.61,  and  is  much  higher  than  for  the  country 
generally,  which  is  18  8. 
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The  following  table  gives  the  chief  vital  statistics  of  the 
administrative  county  during  the  year  1924  and  of  the  urban 
and  rural  districts,  in  comparison  with  those  for  England  and 
Wales : — 


Rate  per  1,000  Population 

Total 

U rban 
Districts 

Rural 

Districts 

Admin- 

istrative 

County. 

England 

and 

Wales. 

Birth-rate  

25-62 

25-16 

25  42 

18-8 

Death-rate  (“Crude”)  

13-16 

1245 

1285 

12-2 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1000  births  ... 

97 

98 

97 

75 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

0 68 

067 

0-68 

0 52 

Smallpox  

0-002 

... 

o-coi 

o-oo 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  .. 

CO 

p 

0 

0-04 

0-03 

0-02 

Diphtheria 

0 06 

0 

0 

0-07 

0-06 

“Fevers”  (Enteric  & Continued) 

0 03 

0-02 

002 

001 

Measles  

0-10 

o-oi 

0 06 

012 

Whooping  Cough 

0-17 

0-20 

0-18 

o-io 

Diarrhoea  & Enteritis  (under  2 years).. 

0-29 

0 33 

0 31 

0*19 

J Diarrhoea  & Enteritis  'under  2 years) 

per  1000  births 

11-28 

13-18 

1209 

10-2 

Influenza  

0'66  j 

0-74 

0 70 

0-50 

INFECTIVE  DISEASES. 


There  was  a further  considerable  increase  in  the  number 
of  cases  of  infective  diseases  notified  from  9,042  in  1923  to 
11,290  in  1924,  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria  and  chicken-pox 
again  accounting  for  much  of  the  increase,  while  the  number 
of  notifications  of  encephalitis  lethargica  increased  from  y in 
the  previous  year  to  no  in  the  year  under  review.  In  con- 
junction with  the  above  the  attack-rate  per  1,000  population 
from  all  infectious  diseases  increased  from  9.3  to  11.4.  The 
case  mortality  per  cent.,  however,  was  not  so  high  as  last  year 
and  despite  the  increased  prevalence  of  infectious  diseases  the 
zymotic  death-rate  declined  from  i-oi  in  1923  to  0-68  during 
the  past  year. 
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SMALLPOX.  The  number  of  notifications  of  this  disease 
was  21  as  against  37  during  the  previous  year.  There  was 
one  death,  which  occurred  in  the  Stockton  borough,  this  being 
the  first  death  from  smallpox  in  the  county  since  1919.  The 
cases  were  generally  of  a mild  type  and  the  usual  prompt 
steps  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection  were  taken  by  the 
local  sanitary  officials.  The  greatest  number  of  cases  were 
reported  from  the  urban  district  of  Billmgham  (6),  while  the 
boroughs  of  Durham  and  Stockton  each  reported  4 cases. 

Scarlet  Fever.  There  was  a further  increase  in  the 
prevalence  of  this  disease  4,096  cases  being  notified  as 
compared  with  3,111  111  1923,  but  the  disease  caused  less 
deaths  than  in  the  previous  year,  only  32  being  recorded  as 
against  37,  the  case  mortality  being  less  than  1%.  A very 
large  proportion  of  the  cases  received  isolation  hospital  treat- 
ment, and  the  comparatively  low  mortality  may  have  some 
relation  to  the  efficiency  of  these  institutions.  In  two  instances 
it  was  found  necessary  to  close  schools  on  account  of  scarlet 
fever,  this  being  at  Cleadon  C.E.  and  Cleadon  Council. 

Diphtheria.  This  disease  further  increased  in  prevalence 
during  the  year,  the  number  of  cases  notified  rising  from  757 
in  1923  to  923  in  1924.  The  disease  continued  to  be  of  a mild 
type  though  the  deaths  increased  slightly  from  61  in  the 
previous  year  to  65.  In  no  case  was  it  found  necessary  to 
close  any  of  the  schools  on  account  of  excessive  prevalence 
of  this  disease. 

It  will  be  observed  on  reference  to  the  foregoing  table  of 
vital  statistics  that  in  the  administrative  county  the  death-rate 
from  diphtheria,  as  is  also  the  case  in  scarlet  fever,  i s 
approximately  equal  to  that  for  the  country  generally. 

Enteric  Fever.  The  number  of  notifications  of  enteric 
fever  received  was  91  as  against  63  in  1923,  the  disease  being 
of  a more  virulent  type,  causing  24  deaths  as  against  12  in  the 
preceding  year,  the  case  mortality  being  26.3  compared  with 
19-0  per  cent,  for  the  preceding  year.  An  outbreak  occurred 
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during  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  in  the  Leadgate  urban 
district,  the  source  of  infection  not  being  discovered,  whilst 
in  the  third  quarter  an  outbreak  at  Stanhope  was  stated  by 
the  district  medical  officer  of  health  to  be  due  to  an  insanitary 
midden  near  a stable  which  was  in  close  proximity  to  a 
dwelling-house.  The  medical  officer  of  health  of  the  urban 
district  of  Chester-le-Street  gives  details  of  an  outbreak  which 
occurred  in  his  area  in  July,  from  which  it  would  appear  that 
the  original  cause  of  the  infection  was  a boy  who  had  fallen 
into  a sewage  polluted  stream  and  subsequently  contracted 
enteric  fever. 

Puerperal  Fever.  Forty-one  cases  of  this  disease 
were  notified  and  18  deaths  registered,  the  corresponding 
figures  for  1923  being  35  and  13  respectively.  Inquiries  are 
made  by  members  of  my  staff  into  all  deaths  from  this  disease 
as  well  as  those  where  the  cause  of  death  is  certified  as  being 
due  to  “ Other  Accidents  and  Diseases  of  Pregnancy  and . 
Parturition.” 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum.  The  number  of  cases  of 
this  disease  notified  increased  from  188  in  1923  to  220  during 
the  year  under  review.  The  usual  inquiries  were  made  into 
all  cases  brought  to  my  notice  and  wherever  possible  hospital 
treatment  was  obtained,  and  during  the  year  28  cases  were 
removed  to  hospital.  The  County  Council  continued  to  supply 
all  midwives  practising  in  the  area  of  the  administrative 
county  with  a suitable  silver  preparation  for  instilling  into  the 
eyes  of  all  children  born  in  their  practice. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica.  The  number  of  notifica- 
tions of  encephalitis  lethargica  increased  to  a remarkable 
extent  from  7 during  1923  to  no  in  the  past  year,  the 
increased  notification  no  doubt  being  due  to  some  extent  to 
greater  experience  and  better  diagnosis  by  the  medical 
practitioners,  h orty-four  deaths  w'ere  registered  from  the 
disease  as  compared  with  11  in  1923  and  12  in  1922.  The 
increase  in  the  prevalence  of  this  disease  causes  some  anxiety 
and  there  is  little  reason  to  doubt  that  the  disease  is  spread 
by  mild,  unrecognised  cases  or  carriers  who  show  no  definite 
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signs  or  symptoms,  and  a very  strict  look-out  should  be  kept 
for  such  cases.  This  disease,  which  is  an  infection  of  the 
central  nervous  system,  is  probably  bacterial  in  origin,  but 
the  actual  organism  has  not  been  discovered.  Prompt  isolation 
and  trained  nursing*  is  the  most  efficient  form  of  treatment 
known  at  present  and  as  this  is  hardly  possible  in  the  average 
dwelling-house,  I communicated  in  June  with  the  district 
sanitary  authorities  in  the  county,  suggesting*  the  desirability 
of  setting  apart  some  of  the  beds  reserved  for  enteric  fever 
cases  for  the  treatment  of  encephalitis  lethargica,  an  arrange- 
ment which  has  the  approval  of  the  Ministry  of  Health.  I 
am  glad  to  say  that  my  suggestion  has  in  many  cases  been 
acted  upon. 

Measles.  There  was  no  serious  epidemic  of  measles 
during  the  year  and  the  number  of  deaths  registered  from  this 
disease  declined  from  428  in  1923  to  61  in  the  past  year,  the 
death-rate  per  1,000  population  falling  from  0.44  to  0.06  as 
compared  with  0-12  in  England  and  Wales.  Much  of  the 
mortality  from  the  disease  is  due  to  the  complications  which 
arise  subsequently,  and  many  of  these  can  be  avoided  if  careful 
nursing  is  adopted  at  the  outset. 

WHOOPING  Cough.  This  disease  caused  184  deaths  and 
a death-rate  of  o- 18  in  1924  as  compared  with  223  deaths  and 
a rate  of  0-23  in  1923.  Of  the  total  deaths  48  occurred  in 
Stockton  borough  and  25  in  the  Easington  rural  district. 

DlARRHCEA  (under  2 years  of  age).  A considerable 
increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  diarrhoea  occurred  during 
the  year,  the  figure  being  304  compared  with  228  in  the 
previous  year.  The  death-rate  is  equal  to  0.31  per  1,000 
population  as  against  0.22  in  1923  and  009  for  England  and 
Wales.  Of  the  304  deaths  more  than  two-thirds  occurred 
during*  the  last  two  quarters  of  the  year. 

INFLUENZA.  As  I forecasted  in  my  report  for  1923, 
the  deaths  from  influenza  increased  considerably  during*  the 
year  compared  with  the  previous  twelve  months,  the  death- 
rate  being  0-70  as  against  0.14,  the  respective  number  of 
deaths  being  691  and  141. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  (NOTIFICATION)  ACT 


Weekly  Statement  of  notifiable  diseases  reported  during  1924. 
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7 

7 

15 

1 

1 

J uly  5 
12 

„ 19 
» 26 
Aug.  2 

1 

3 

3 

3 

2 

1 

. . . 

- 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

. . . 

3 

n 

i 

/ 

3 

A 

1 

1 

„ 9 

47 

78 

52 

52 

67 

61 

8 

15 

12 

20 

12 

17 

18 
17 
13 
23 

2 

1 

rr 

4r 

1 

1 

2 

0 

1 

1 

Q 

,,  16 

5 

9 

9 

3 

» 23 

„ 30 

Sept.  6 

„ 13 

2 

3 

4 

IT 

l 

8 

, , 

1 

2 

6 

3 

9 

16 

22 

11 

14 

22 

21 

16 

18 

23 

16 

30 

36 

97 

... 

... 

1 

„ 20 

,,  27 

... 

58 

75 

102 

82 

2 

1 

1 

4 

8 

6 

2 

3 

"l 

Oct.  4 
„ 11 

1 

7 

2 

... 

... 

... 

1 

1 

„ 18 

1 

95 

17 

24 

o 

.■> 

9 

o 

„ 25 

94 

3 

... 

9 

... 

z 

Nov.  1 

80 

16 

4 

1 

4 

2 

4 

9 

6 

9 

13 
12 

14 

1 

. . . 

l 

1 

. . . 

18 

20 

39 

38  ! 

41 

40 

, 8 

„ 15 

.. . 

83 

77 

81 

32 

22 

1 

4 

9 

. . . 

„ 22 

26 

9 

3 

23 

99 

j-  / 

26 

40 

34 

A 7 

... 

1 

1 

„ 29 

1 

108 

32 

1 

1 

3 

Dec.  6 

105 

15 

1 

3 

2 

3 

6 

4 

16 

27 

O'} 

1 

„ 13 

89 

22 

57 

21 

24 

11 

„ 20 

77 

63 

19 

1 

8 

9 

9 

53 

40 

26 

1 

„ 27 

15 

4 

—t  o 

16 

12 

. • • 

Jan.3-1925 

81 

18 

1 

3 

. . . 

. . . 

Total  for  the 
Year 

21  4096 

923 

91 

41 

220 

472 

1145 

781 

1947 

5 

2 

9 

110 

9 

1425 

• • • 

TABLE  GIVING  FOR  EACH  YEAR  THE  NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  AND  THE  DEATH-RATE 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS. 

The  total  number  of  specimens  examined  in  the 
bacteriological  department  of  the  College  of  Medicine, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne,  under  the  agreement  with  the  County 
Council,  increased  slightly  during  the  year.  The  increase 
is  mainly  due  to  the  greater  number  of  phthisis  and  enteric 
fever  specimens  submitted,  which  as  will  be  seen  from  the  table 
below,  rose  from  1,578  and  31  in  1923  to  1,687  and  51  in 
1924.  The  number  of  negative  specimens  showed  a slight 
decrease. 


Number  of 

Specimens 

submitted. 

Positive. 

Negative. 

Inconclusive. 

Diphtheria  

559 

130 

414 

15 

Enteric  Fever 

51 

(See  Tab 

le  below). 

Phthisis  

1687 

407 

1280 

Totals 

‘2,297 

537 

1,694 

15 

Enteric  Fever. 


Number  of 

Specimens 

submitted. 

Result  of  Typhosus  Test. 

Result  of  Paratyphosus  Test. 

Positive. 

N egative 

Inconclusive. 

Positive. 

Negative. 

Inconclusive. 

51 

11 

38 

0 

A.  | B. 

A.  | B. 

^ -/ 

A.  | B. 

5 

21 

4 8 

“IT 

9 — 

The  following  table  shows  the  extent  to  which  bacterio- 
logical examinations  were  used  in  connection  with  the 
Venereal  Diseases  Department: — 


EXAMINATION. 

No. 

Spirochetes  

9 

Gonococci  

449 

Wassermann  

OTHER  EXAMINATIONS. 

2116 

Comp.  Fixation  Test  

102 

C.  S..  Fluid  (Wassermann)  

12 

do.  (General)  

6 

. Brine  for  detection  of  Gonococci  

22 

14 


MALIGNANT  DISEASES  (CANCER,  &c.). 


Deaths  from  cancer 

are  sixth 

in  the  list 

of  diseases 

causing  death 

in  this  county. 

Durham 

County. 

England  & Wales. 

Year. 

Deaths.  Death-rate. 

Deaths. 

Death-rate. 

1915  ... 

693 

073 

39,847 

M2 

1916 

676 

073 

40,630 

1. 16 

191;  ... 

682 

073 

41,158 

1. 21 

1918 

665 

072 

41,227 

1.22 

1919  ... 

734 

079 

42,114 

1. 14 

1920 

752 

o-8o 

43,687 

1. 16 

1921 

773 

0.81 

46,022 

1. 21 

1922 

837 

0.86 

46,903 

1.23 

1923  ... 

895 

0.92 

48,668 

1. 41 

1924  ... 

888 

0.89 

50,389 

1.30 

In  my  last  annual  report  I pointed  out  how  much  lower 
was  the  death-rate  from  these  malignant  diseases  in  the 
administrative  county  as  compared  with  England  and  Wales. 

It  appears  to  me  quite  likely  that  the  explanation  of  this 
lower  death-rate  in  the  administrative  county  is  that  the 
average  age  is  lower.  Up  to  1915,  when  the  influence  of  the 
Great  War  became  felt,  the  birth-rate  in  this  administrative 
county  never  fell  below  30  per  1,000  population,  a rate  at 
least  25%  above  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  over  many 
preceding  years.  This  relative  high  birth-rate  has  been  more 
than  maintained  since  1915  to  the  present  year,  and  conse- 
quently there  are  a larger  proportion  of  young  people  living 
in  this  county  as  compared  with  England  and  Wales.  Cancer, 
in  particular,  is  a disease  which  is  prone  to  attack  persons  in 
the  later  years  of  life,  and  therefore  the  disease  is  less  likely 
to  be  fatal  in  a population  of  a comparatively  low  average  age 
than  in  another  population  where  the  average  age  is  higher. 
There  are  of  course  other  circumstances,  such  as  occupation 
and  environment,  which  may  influence  cancer  mortality,  but 


15 


in  my  opinion  there  are  no  such  conditions  in  Durham  County 
to  so  favourably  modify  the  cancer  mortality  as  compared 
with  England  and  Wales. 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

The  following  table  shows  that  there  has  been  a slight 
increase  in  the  infant  mortality  rate  for  the  year.  The  deaths 
of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  from  notifiable  diseases  have 
not  increased,  in  fact  there  is  a slight  diminution.  The 
increased  rate  is  mainly  due  to  diseases  of  respiration.  A 
great  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age, 
particularly  under  three  months,  is  due  to  developmental 
diseases  which,  in  a great  number  of  cases,  I am  convinced, 
could  be  prevented  by  a well  organised  ante-natal  service. 
This  service  is  slowly  being  increased  in  the  county  in  con- 
nection with  the  welfare  centres. 


Year. 

Births. 

Deaths  under 

1 year. 

Rate  per 
1,000  Birth 

Mean  of  the  io 

years 

1905-1914 

29,744 

C4 

►— t 

1— 1 

Co 

VO 

1915 

26,076 

3,453 

132 

1916 

23,364 

2,712 

1 16 

191; 

21,322 

2,473 

1 1 1 

1918 

23,046 

2,742 

1 19 

1919 

23,529 

2,711 

115 

1920 

30,771 

3,3io 

107 

1921 

28,361 

3,H3 

109 

1922 

25,024 

2,479 

99 

1923 

24,987 

2,161 

86 

1924 

25,130 

2,443 

97 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

Clinical  work  developed  considerably  during  the  year,  and 
no  less  than  eight  additional  voluntary  centres  were  opened 
in  areas  requiring  them,  while  five  extra  sessions  were  provided 
for  overcrowded  county  centres.  Separate  ante-natal  sessions 
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were  initiated  at  Durham,  Birtley  and  Stanley  centres,  so 
that  on  the  whole  definite  advance  was  made.  Industrial 
conditions,  which  have  handicapped  the  work  almost  since 
its  commencement,  did  not  improve  to  any  marked  extent, 
and  a large  number  of  necessitous  cases  required  help  either 
in  the  form  of  extra  nourishment  or  free  maintenance  in  the 
maternity  or  convalescent  homes.  These  institutions  have 
never  yet  had  a fair  chance  to  test  their  efficiency,  because 
difficult  home  conditions  have  limited  the  number  of  mothers 
free  to  avail  themselves  of  their  advantages. 

The  home  is  always  a source  of  worry  to  the  mother  who 
leaves  it,  consequently  the  full  benefit  of  the  rest  and  treat- 
ment is  not  obtained. 

This  is  particularly  noticeable  in  the  case  of  the  con- 
valescent home  —mothers  seem  to  be  recalled  for  the  most 
trivial  excuse,  and  one  is  almost  persuaded  that  a course  of 
domestic  economy  for  fathers  would  not  come  amiss!  Many 
women  seem  to  be  rather  proud  of  the  fact  that  “ their  man  is 
no  use  in  a home.” 

One  would  like  to  see  more  relief  for  the  pregnant  woman, 
who  already  has  five  or  six  young  children,  e.g.,  help  with 
washing,  a few  weeks  rest  before  the  actual  birth,  dinners  for 
two  months  before  the  confinement,  and  a competent  home 
help  to  take  over  home  management  during  the  lying-in 
period.  A course  of  training  for  home  helps  is  most 
desirable,  because  even  the  best  of  mothers  finds  it  difficult 
to  live  on  her  present  day  income,  a fact  which  must  be  faced 
by  the  home  help  when  she  takes  over  the  care  of  a 
necessitous  family.  Schools  for  mothers  are  still  necessary, 
but  teachers  well  versed  m the  local  difficulties  are  essential 
for  their  management. 

Dinners  for  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers. 

The  welfare  medical  officers  feel  that  if  unemployment 
is  to  continue  much  longer  the  mothers  will  most  certainly 
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become  definitely  impaired  physically.  Even  now  their 
resistance  is  lowered  as  the  result  of  the  very  trying  time  they 
have  had,  combined  with  an  insufficiency  of  suitable  food. 

Although  the  suggestion  to  provide  dinners  for  necessitous 
expectant  and  nursing  mothers  has  been  made  more  than 
once,  the  Health  Committee  have  decided  that  the  organisa- 
tion of  such  was  impracticable. 

Welfare  Medical  Staff. 

Early  in  the  year  the  work  showed  signs  of  rapid 
expansion,  which  necessitated  the  appointment  of  additional 
medical  officers,  health  visitors,  and  travelling  clerks.  Because 
whole-time  officers  were  considered  more  satisfactory  generally 
than  a number  of  part-time  officers,  two  women  doctors  were 
added  to  the  welfare  medical  staff,  one  of  whom,  Dr.  Blanche 
Henderson,  commenced  duty  on  November  20th.  Dr. 
Margherita  Lilley  was  unable  to  begin  till  1st  January,  1925. 
At  the  end  of  the  year,  therefore,  the  welfare  medical  staff 
comprised  one  senior  and  six  assistant  welfare  medical  officers, 
while  ten  centres  were  staffed  by  part-time  medical  officers. 

Drs.  Howie  and  Williamson  were  each  granted  two  weeks 
sick  leave  in  April  and  May,  when  Dr.  Lilley  acted  for  them. 

During  the  medical  officers’  annual  leave,  Dr.  Ida  Wood 
was  appointed  as  assistant  welfare  medical  officer  for  June, 
and  Dr.  Lilley  for  July,  August  and  September. 

Dr.  McIntosh  was  granted  a month’s  post  graduate  study 
leave  during  October,  when  Dr.  Eleanor  Stone  acted  in  his 
place. 

Four  additional  travelling  clerks  were  appointed  at  the 
end  of  the  year,  one  for  each  whole-time  medical  officer, 
making  a total  of  six  travelling  clerks  and  one  whole-time 
clerk  for  office  work. 


18 


Opening  of  New  Voluntary  Centres. 

Easington,  on  February  7th  (Colliery  Co.  gave  £ 2 5 and 
Voluntary  Committee  of  Seaham  Harbour  Centre 
gave  £/  ios.  od.). 

Wheatley  Hill,  on  March  7th  (Voluntary  Committee  of 
Seaham  Harbour  Centre  gave  £j  ios.  od.). 

Esh  Winning,  on  April  8th  (Colliery  Co.  gave  A50). 

Boldon  Colliery,  on  June  23rd  (Colliery  Co.  gave  A50). 

Rowlands  Gill,  on  October  8th. 

Wingate,  on  November  3rd. 

Langley  Park,  on  December  15th  (Houghton-le-Spring 
Voluntary  Committee  lent  £ 10). 

At  all  of  the  above  centres  public  meetings  were  held  on 
the  opening  day,  and  one  or  two  speakers  explained  the  object 
of  their  establishment.  To  help  with  the  equipment  grants 
from  the  ^1,000  Fund  (which  was  explained  in  the  Annual 
Report  for  last  year)  were  made  in  each  case.  Boldon 
Colliery  arranged  to  pay  for  their  own  doctor — and  Mrs. 
Isabel  Lane,  M.B.,  of  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  was  appointed. 
Dr.  Grant,  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  Easington  R.D., 
volunteered  to  act  as  medical  officer  of  Wingate  Centre  until 
the  Health  Committee  could  see  its  way  to  appoint  another 
officer.  The  committee  of  Houghton-le-Spring  Welfare 
Centre  voted  a travelling  loan  of  £2^  to  enable  districts 
with  limited  resources  to  equip  centres  by  this  means.  £10 
of  this  was  lent  to  Langley  Park  and  to  Tow  Law.  When 
they  are  able  to  repay  the  money,  it  will  be  lent  to  another 
voluntary  committee. 

Requests  for  welfare  centres  were  received  from 

Tanfield  Lea, 

Sedgefield, 

Chilton, 

Brandon. 


Crawleyside  and  Stanhope, 
Witton  Park, 

Coundon, 

Murton, 

Cockfield, 
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There  is  a very  obvious  need  for  centres  in  those  areas 
and  every  effort  will  be  made  to  establish  them. 

Although  certain  committees  undertook  the  management 
of  voluntary  centres  full  of  grave  doubt  as  to  the  future 
financial  position  of  the  centre,  they  have  been  relieved  and 
gratified  at  the  end  of  the  year  to  learn  that  no  debt  hung 
over  them.  In  fact,  each  voluntary  committee  has  a small 
balance  to  its  credit  in  the  bank,  showing  that  if  the  right 
method  of  organisation  is  adopted  centres  could  be  self- 
supporting. 

Town  Head,  Bishop  Auckland. 

The  non-medical  session  at  this  centre  was  discontinued 
from  March.  The  fact  that  mothers  do  not  care  to  attend 
non-medical  sessions  may  be  taken  as  evidence  that  they  are 
glad  to  have  the  doctor’s  advice  for  their  babies. 

Chester-le-Street  Centre. 

The  accommodation  at  this  centre  is  unsatisfactory  and 
moreover  the  rooms  are  required  by  the  Urban  District  Council 
for  its  own  use  but  up  to  the  present  it  has  not  been  possible  to 
make  a suitable  change. 

Haverton  Hill. 

Dr.  Mary  Mather  continued  to  act  as  medical  officer  and 
an  additional  non-medical  session  to  relieve  the  congestion 
was  arranged. 

Southwick  Welfare  Centre. 

Since  the  opening,  this  centre  has  fully  justified  its 
establishment — unemployment  has  been  very  marked  and  the 
mothers  attending  have  been  very  poor.  Dr.  Anne  Foster 
and  the  voluntary  committee  thought  it  desirable  to  have 
weekly  medical  consultations,  and  to  enable  them  to  meet 
the  extra  expense  A3 5 was  sent  from  the  £ 1,000  Fund. 
Weekly  medical  sessions  began,  therefore,  from  October  6th. 
One  feels  the  work  is  decidedly  handicapped  by  the  discom- 
fort of  the  building',  but  when  shipbuilding  is  again  active, 
funds,  either  to  alter  the  old  or  construct  new  premises,  will 
be  more  plentiful. 
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Birtley  Centre. 

Dr.  Howie  reports  that  “ during  the  year  1 50  mothers 
attended  the  Ante-natal  Clinic  at  Birtley  Centre  for  advice ; 
some  of  these  had  previously  attended  in  1923  and  some  have 
continued  to  attend  in  1925. 

Of  this  number  eighteen  were  definitely  found  to  be  not 
pregnant,  some  had  attended  because  they  were  uncertain  as 
to  their  condition,  others  had  recently  had  a miscarriage  or 
a still-birth  and  were  anxious  to  have  living  children. 

A few  were  suffering  from  gynaecological  troubles  and 
came  for  advice. 

Cases  where  there  was  any  suspicion  of  venereal  disease 
were  sent  to  the  V.D.  Clinic  for  examination  and,  where  it 
was  found  necessary,  treatment  was  given,  with  excellent 
results. 

Any  mother  who  was  suspected  to  be  tuberculous,  and 
who  was  not  already  attending  the  tuberculosis  dispensary, 
was  referred  to  the  tuberculosis  medical  officer.  Gynaeco- 
logical cases  were  usually  referred  to  their  own  doctor,  or  to 
the  Hospital. 

As  far  as  possible  mothers  were  given  appointments  and 
the  health  visitor  was  able,  when  time  permitted,  to  have 
little  talks  with  them,  in  small  groups,  on  such  subjects  as 
clothes  for  the  child  and  suitable  diet  for  themselves. 

A few  of  the  mothers  were  confined  in  the  Richard 
Murray  Maternity  Home,  but  it  would  be  very  beneficial  to 
many  more  if  they  would  avail  themselves  of  the  advantage, 
both  to  themselves  and  their  baby,  of  the  treatment  to  be 
obtained  in  a properly  equipped  maternity  home.  The 
distance  from  Blackhill  and  the  difficulty  of  transit  appears  to 
prevent  many  mothers  from  applying  for  admission  to  that 
home.  The  same  reasons  have,  in  some  cases,  prevented 
several  mothers  from  utilizing  the  home,  although  they  had 
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arranged  to  do  so.  Some  patients  who  had  the  means  engaged 
both  doctor  and  midwife,  and  every  effort  is  made  to  persuade 
the  mothers  to  engage  a midwife  and  not  a handywoman.  The 
midwives  in  the  district  are  competent,  reliable  women,  liked 
by  the  mothers,  and  work  well  with  the  doctors,  and  they  are 
gradually  ousting  the  “ handywomen.”  Newcastle  is  so 
easily  reached  from  Birtley  that  a good  many  mothers  are 
going  to  the  Princess  Mary  Hospital  for  their  confinement. 

Of  the  127  expectant  mothers  who  attended  the  centre, 
78  were  under  six  months  and  49  over  six  months  pregnant 
when  they  attended  for  the  first  time. 

No.  of  pregnancy — 


1st. 

2nd. 

3rd. 

4th. 

5 th. 

6th. 

7th. 

20 

26 

v 

22 

6 

1 1 

; 

8th. 

9th. 

1 oth. 

nth. 

1 2 th. 

13*. 

14th. 

4 

1 

2 

4 

1 

1 

3 

Of  the  98  known  results,  there  were  2 still-births,  2 
abortions,  and  1 case  of  placenta  previa,  and  93  living  children. 
On  first  attending:  the  centre  the  mothers  were  found  to  be 


suffering  from : — 

Dental  caries  

...  62 

Bronchial  Catarrh  ... 

...  9 

Varicose  veins  

...  57 

Cardiac  disease  

...  5 

Constipation  

. ...  47 

Haemorrhoids  

. . . 10 

Anaemia  

•••  37 

Tuberculosis  

...  4 

Albuminuria  

....  4 

Venereal  disease  

....  2 

Contracted  pelvis  . . . 

1 

Vaginal  discharge  ... 

...  6 

Other  conditions 16 

It  was  found  that  dental  caries,  varicose  veins,  constipa- 
tion and  anaemia  were  very  prevalent.  Mothers  were  treated 
as  far  as  possible  for  these  conditions.  Unfortunately,  at  the 
present  time,  very  little  can  be  clone  for  the  mothers  who 
require  dental  treatment.  Mothers  suffering  from  anaemia 
and  haemorrhoids  considerably  improved  after  treatment  for 
constipation.” 
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Educational. 


By  arrangement  with  the  Red  Cross  Society,  Dr.  Eleanor 
Stone  gave  a course  of  health  lectures  to  the  following 
Centres : — 

Voluntary.  County. 


Craghead, 
South  wick, 
Blackhill, 
Shotley  Bridge. 
Sacriston, 
Wheatley  Hill. 


Birtley, 

Houghton, 

Haverton  Hill. 

Horden. 

Cockton  Hill,  Bp.  Auckland, 
Stanley, 


Durham. 

The  Health  Committee  and  the  Voluntary  Fund  Com- 
mittee shared  the  expense.  It  appears  to  be  difficult  to 
guarantee  an  audience  of  mothers  unless  on  the  usual  centre 
days,  and  then  a series  of  io  or  20  minutes  talks  are  more 
appreciated  than  one  long  lecture.  A whole-time  lecturer  for 
the  welfare  centres  could  be  of  inestimable  value.  Apart  from 
the  individual  instruction  of  the  mothers,  far  too  little 
educational  work  is  at  present  undertaken. 


Miss  Petty— “ The  Pudding  Lady  ” — who  is  always 
greatly  appreciated  by  the  mothers  and  workers,  gave  lectures 
and  demonstrations  at  the  following  centres : — - 


Voluntary.  County. 

Blackhill,  Houghton, 

Shotley  Bridge,  Felling, 

Southwick,  Birtley, 

Trimdon.  Durham, 

Ryhope, 

Shotton, 

Blaydon, 

Consett, 

Ferryhill, 

Crook, 

Haverton  Hill, 

Burnopheld, 

Seaham  Harbour, 

Annfield  Plain, 

Cockton  Hill,  Bp.  Auckland. 
Many  of  the  centres  paid  the  necessary  fee. 
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Miss  Halford,  Honorary  Secretary  of  the  National 
League  for  Health,  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  gave  an 
address  in  the  Shire  Hall,  Durham,  to  voluntary  workers  on 
“The  Educational  Aspect  of  Child  Welfare  Work.”  Her 
suggestions  were  of  great  practical  value. 

Lectures  to  midwives,  to'  the  League  of  Sister  Services, 
to  women’s  institutes,  to  centres  during  Baby  and  Health 
Weeks,  were  given  by  the  welfare  medical  staff. 

Newcastle  Day  Nursery,  West  Parade,  Newcastle. 

A ward  for  ailing  babies  was  opened  in  the  above  nursery 
early  in  the  year,  to  which  the  committee  agreed  to  admit 
Durham  County  children  if  beds  were  available.  At  first  the 
maintenance  fee  was  12/6,  but  later  reduced  to  10/-  per  week 
where  children  were  paid  for  by  councils  or  voluntary  com- 
mittees. In  all,  seven  children  were  admitted  during  the  year. 

Dental  Treatment. 

While  it  has  been  generally  recognised  that  dental  treat- 
ment is  essential  as  a supplementary  branch  of  the  welfare 
centre  activities,  Houghton-le- Spring  was  the  only  centre  able 
during  the  year  to  open  a clinic  voluntarily.  The  committee 
set  aside  a certain  sum  for  this  purpose  and  appointed  a dental 
surgeon.  Fortnightly  sessions  had  to  be  inaugurated  because 
monthly  clinics  were  inadequate.  The  following  statement 
as  to  regulations  and  scale  of  fees  was  adopted  by  the 
committee  after  approval  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  and 
the  North  of  England  Odontological  Society: — - 

“According  to  Memoranda  M.  & C.  W.4  and  M.C.W.  14 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  County  Councils  are  empowered  to 
establish  dental  clinics  for  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and 
children  under  five. 

These  Memoranda  state  : — 

(1)  M.  & C.W.  4,  p.  9. — f A Dental  Clinic  should,  where- 
ever  practicable,  be  available  for  expectant  and  nursing 
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tnothers  and  for  children  under  five.  The  grant  is  available 
in  respect  of  reasonable  expenditure  on  treatment  at  Centres, 
including  the  treatment  of  dental  cases.  A charge  should 
ordinarily  be  made  for  new  dentures  for  women,  but  the 
Board  are  willing  that  the  charge  should  be  reduced  below 
the  cost  price  or  remitted  entirely  where  the  circumstances  of 
the  women  are  such  as  to  justify  this  course.’ 

(2)  M.C.W.  14,  p.  4. — ‘Dental  treatment  for  expectant 
and  nursing  mothers  should  be  included  in  the  scope  of  the 
Centre  wherever  possible,  as  there  is  reason  to  believe  that 
carious  and  septic  teeth  exercise  a specially  deleterious  effect 
on  health  during  pregnancy  and  lactation.  Women  who  can 
afford  to  do  so  should  be  expected  to  pay  for  new  dentures, 
but  the  Ministry  will  pay  a grant  on  expenditure  incurred  in 
supplying  dentures  below  the  cost  price  or  free  of  cost  where 
the  circumstances  of  the  woman  are  such  to  justify  this  course.’ 

The  question  of  such  provision  is  under  consideration  by 
the  County  Health  Committee,  but  they  have  made  no 
provision  for  such  expenditure  during  the  current  financial 
year.  The  voluntary  committees  of  certain  welfare  centres 
have  already  set  aside  a certain  sum  of  money  so  that  they 
may,  as  soon  as  they  find  it  practicable,  open  a clinic  volun- 
tarily. 

Dentist’s  Fee. 

The  recognised  fee  for  a dentist  (who  ought  to  be  a fully 
qualified  and  registered  dental  surgeon)  is  £1  us.  6d.  per 
session  of  not  less  than  two  hours.  Clinics  should  not  be 
held  at  dentist’s  own  surgeries.  Travelling  expenses  may 
have  to  be  paid. 

If  the  sessions  are  held  once  a month  in  the  first  instance, 
the  amount  required  in  fees  would  be  £18  18s.  od.  per  annum, 
half  of  which  amount,  if  the  clinic  is  recognised  by  the 
Ministry,  will  be  refunded  by  them  after  receiving  the 
application  for  grant  at  the  end  of  the  financial  year,  i.e., 
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3 1st  March  of  each  year  (the  Ministry’s  financial  year  begins 
on  the  ist  April). 

The  cost  to  the  centre  therefore  will  be  £g  gs.  od.  if  no 
travelling  expenses  have  to  be  paid. 

Scale  of  Fees  to  Patients. 

A small  charge  should  be  made  in  respect  of  dental 
treatment,  and  the  following  is  a provisional  scale  which  may 
have  to  be  altered  later  (due  notice  will  be  given) : — - 


Extractions,  without  anaesthetic  6d.  per  tooth. 

,,  with  local  anaesthetic  gd.  ,, 

,,  with  gas  i/- 


(A  modification  of  the  charge  may  be  made  for  roots.) 

Where  dentures  are  to'  be  supplied,  extractions  will  be 

done  free  of  charge. 

Fillings  for  mothers  2/6  per  tooth. 

,,  ,,  children  6d.  ,, 

Scalings  gd.  ,, 

Dentures  3/6  ,, 

About  A 5 5s.  od.  per  full  set,  A3  10s.  od.  for  single  plate. 

It  will  be  necessary  to  provide  materials,  but  these  could 
be  got  by  the  dentist  at  cost  price. 

Dentures. 

Many  mothers  will  be  unable  to  pay  for  their  dentures 
except  by  instalments.  It  has  therefore  been  found  satisfac- 
tory to  begin  a dental  club  for  mothers,  i.e.,  mothers  to  pay 
to  a responsible  person  at  the  centre  small  sums  weekly  which 
accumulate  till  the  full  amount  due  for  the  dentures  is  paid. 
Committees  may  in  necessitous  cases  remit  half  this  amount, 
or  a proportion  of  it  in  accordance  with  the  mother’s  financial 
condition,  but  an  enquiry  into  their  economic  circumstances 
must  be  made  by  the  health  visitor.  In  the  case  of  all 
necessitous  cases  (see  the  Ministry’s  regulations).  Certain 
cases  can  be  helped  through  the  Ivory  Cross  Society,  10,  New 
Cavendish  Street,  London,  N.W.  1. 

Certain  dentists  may  prefer  to  make  private  arrange- 
ments for  supplying  dentures  to  patients. 
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To  demonstrate  the  importance  of  sound  teeth,  the 
dentist  appointed  might  give  an  introductory  lecture.  Slides 
on  dental  hygiene  may  be  hired  from  the  British  Dentist’s 
Hospital,  London;  a deposit  of  £$  is  asked;  this  is  remitted, 
less  carriage,  when  the  slides  are  returned  intact. 

Films. 

Films  on  oral  hygiene  can  also  be  obtained  through  the 
National  Baby  Week  Council,  117,  Piccadilly,  London,  on 
application  to  the  Hon.  Secretary,  Miss  Norah  March. 

Dental  Chair. 

Where  centres  are  combined  with  school  clinics,  it  may 
be  possible  to  obtain  the  consent  of  the  Education  Committee 
for  the  use  of  the  chair.  Instruments  might  be  provided 
temporarily  by  the  dentists  themselves^ — this  would  depend  on 
their  private  arrangements  with  the  Committee. 

Chairs  are  costly  items,  but  dentists  may  be  willing  to 
use  the  ante-natal  couch  or  an  ordinary  chair  as  a temporary 
measure. 

Records. 

Stamped  cards  will  be  provided  by  the  County  Council. 
Registers  will  also  be  necessary  and  all  records  of  expenditure 
must  be  carefully  kept.  Accounts  must  be  audited  and  three 
copies  made,  one  for  retention  by  the  committee,  one  for  the 
use  of  the  Health  Department  and  one  to  be  forwarded  to  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  with  a formal  application,  which  should 
also  be  made  in  triplicate  and  disposed  of  in  the  same  way 
as  the  audited  accounts.  The  copy  for  the  Ministry  and  that 
for  the  Health  Department  should  first  of  all  be  forwarded 
to  the  Welfare  Medical  Officer,  42,  Old  Elvet,  Durham, 
because  no  grant  is  paid  unless  the  clinic  is  primarily  approved 
of  by  the  County  Medical  Officer. 

A monthly  report  of  the  work  should  be  filled  in,  signed 
by  the  dentist,  and  forwarded  to  the  Welfare  Medical  Officer, 
42,  Old  Elvet,  Durham,  at  the  end  of  each  month. 
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Medical  officers  of  welfare  centres  report  that  70  to  80  % 
of  the  mothers  attending  require  dental  treatment  of  some  kind, 
indicating  that  dental  clinics  for  their  benefit  are  urgently 
required. 

N.B. — Before  actually  starting  the  clinic  it  is  necessary 
to  obtain  the  sanction  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  through  the 
County  Council.  The  attached  form  should  be  filled  in  and 
sent  to  the  Welfare  Medical  Officer  as  soon  as  it  is  decided  to 
establish  a dental  clinic. 

It  is  desirable,  however,  that  one  or  more  whole-time 
dentists  should  be  appointed  by  the  County  Council,  at  an 
early  date,  for  the  welfare  medical  officers  affirm  that  at  least 
70%  of  the  mothers  have  really  bad  teeth,  and  it  is  noteworthy 
that,  in  conducting  the  enquiry  into  puerperal  sepsis,  several 
practitioners  particularly  mentioned  the  foul  conditions  of 
the  patients’  mouths,  indicating  thereby  the  possible  origin  of 
the  infection.  A concentrated  educational  campaign  will  have 
to  be  conducted  before  the  work  is  firmly  established  or  can 
be  appreciated  to  the  full. 

The  voluntary  committees  of  Durham,  Horden,  Shildon, 
Consett,  Blackhill  and  Shotley  Bridge  Centres  are  preparing 
to  open  voluntary  dental  clinics  during  the  coming  year,  and 
hope  that  the  Health  Committee  will  contribute  towards  their 
expenses. 

Attendances  at  County  Borough  Centres  of 
Mothers  living  in  the  Administrative  County. 

The  following  shows  the  number  of  mothers  attending 
County  Borough  Centres  throughout  the  year: — 


County  No.  of 

Borough.  No.  Attendances. 

Darlington  5 1 mothers  made  161  attendances. 

Gateshead  7 ,,  12  ,, 

South  Shields  5 ,,  9 ,, 

Sunderland  8 ,,  44  ,, 

West  Hartlepool  ..-33  ,,  122  j> 

Stockton  7 ,,  12  ,, 
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Yarm  Centre  (Yorkshire  North  Riding). 

As  mothers  from  the  county  area  attend  Yarm  Centre 
with  their  children,  the  County  Health  Committee  agreed  to 
pay  a capitation  fee  of  gd.  per  child  to  the  voluntary  com- 
mittee of  management. 

E.  F.  Peile  County  Convalescent  Home. 

Except  for  an  outbreak  of  whooping  cough,  which 
occurred  early  in  June,  no  other  epidemic  disease  has  occurred 
during  the  year.  Ten  babies  developed  whooping  cough  and 
three  died.  Admissions  and  discharges  were  therefore 
suspended  for  several  weeks.  More  stringent  rules  were 
made  concerning  admission  of  children  without  their  mothers, 
e.g.,  a medical  certificate  was  required  from  the  family  doctor 
stating  that  within  six  weeks  of  its  admission  the  child  had 
not  been  in  contact  with  infectious  disease.  It  was  also 
decided  to  admit  no  child  under  one  year,  unless  the  infant 
of  a nursing  mother.  Although  this  rather  narrowed  the  scope 
of  the  Home,  it  did  give  the  older  children  a better  chance — 
because  the  very  young  ailing  babies  occupied  the  major  pro- 
portion of  the  nurses’  time.  Fortunately  the  arrangement 
with  the  Babies’  Nursery  in  Newcastle  made  it  possible  to 
get  institutional  treatment  for  a few  marasmic  babies. 

A year’s  work  has  proved  that  the  appointment  of  the 
dentist  to  the  staff  of  the  Home  has  added  considerably  to  its 
utility.  Although  the  majority  of  the  patients  have  been 
mothers,  not  a few  children  have  had  their  mouths  cleaned 
and  teeth  removed.  The  following  table  gives  an  outline  of 


the  dentist’s  work  for  the  year : — - 

No.  of  visits  to  the  Home 29 

,,  ,,  mothers  attended  to  53 

,,  ,,  extractions  with  local  anaesthetic 198 

) » ) > ,,  ,,  chloroform  21 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  general  anaesthetic  31 

,,  ,,  scalings  5 

,,  ,,  dentures  re-set  I 

,,  v children  attended  to  ...., 2 
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No.  of  extractions  with  general  anaesthetic 12 

,,  , , staff  attended  to  14 

,,  ,,  extractions  with  local  anaesthetic  51 

>,  ,,  fillings  19 

,,  ,,  dressings  2 

,,  ,,  visits  by  patients  to  Dentist’s  Surgery 3 


The  Home  was  closed  except  to  nursing  mothers  for  a 
period  in  April  for  re-decoration  and  thorough  cleaning. 

The  following  regulations  for  the  admission  and  training 
of  pupils  were  drawn  up  early  in  the  year : — 

“ The  fee  for  the  1 2 months  course  of  training  is 
A20,  and  must  be  paid  before  the  commencement  of 
the  training. 

Pupils  shewing  special  merit  after  six  months  train- 
ing will,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Committee,  receive 
payment  at  the  rate  of  five  shillings  per  week  during  the 
remainder  of  the  course. 

Pupils  are  under  the  direct  supervision  of  the  Matron 
and  Sister,  and  must  follow  their  directions  and  obey 
any  rules  made  by  them  in  case  of  emergency,  and  must 
be  prepared  to  take  their  turn  in  night  duty. 

They  must  provide  uniform — washing  dresses,  caps 
and  aprons,  according  to  the  uniform  pattern  of  the 
Home.  Uniform  must  always  be  worn  on  duty. 

On  a candidate  being  accepted,  a deposit  of  one 
guinea  must  be  sent  to  the  Matron  ; this  amount  will  be 
deducted  when  the  fee  is  paid,  but  will  be  forfeited  if 
the  candidate  fails  to  fill  the  vacancy.  The  Committee 
do  not  guarantee  to  return  any  portion  of  the  fee  in  the 
event  of  the  nurse  discontinuing  her  training.” 

Three  pupils  obtained  certificates  during  the  year. 

A recommendation  was  made  to  the  Education  Committee 
that  they  provide  two  scholarships  for  senior  girls  attending 
Durham  County  Schools  to  enable  them  to  take  the  training. 
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The  pupils  and  the  nursing  mothers  from  the  Home 
attended  the  lectures  given  by  Dr.  Eleanor  Stone  at  Shotley 
Bridg'e  and  Blackhill  Centres. 

Miss  Paterson,  one  of  Sir  Truby  King’s  workers,  stayed 
at  the  Home  for  four  days  to  explain  to  the  staff  the  methods 
of  restoring  breast  milk,  as  practised  on  the  babies  of  the 
Empire  Homes.  Instruction  was  also  given  in  the  filling  up 
of  the  record  cards  used  at  the  above  Homes — a supply  of 
which  was  paid  for  by  the  Voluntary  Fund. 

Owing  to  the  difficult  nature  of  some  of  the  cases  admitted 
it  was  thought  desirable  that  a consultant  in  children’s  diseases 
be  added  to  the  staff  of  the  Home.  Dr.  Glen  Davison,  of 
Newcastle,  was  accordingly  appointed  and  began  work  in 
December  at  an  honorarium  of  fifty  guineas  per  annum,  plus 
travelling  expenses,  in  return  for  which  he  arranged  to  pay 
fortnightly  visits  to  the  Home.  A fee  of  £ 2 2s.  od.,  plus 
travelling  expenses,  was  fixed  for  emergency  visits  to  special 
cases. 

For  less  serious  cases  of  illness  in  the  Home,  the  services 
of  Dr.  Breakey,  the  medical  officer  at  the  Richard  Murray 
Hospital,  were  available. 

Dame  Janet  Campbell  visited  the  Home  on  November 

i ith. 

A revolving  shelter,  posters,  a decorative  frieze  and  a 
four-valve  wireless  set  were  provided  for  the  Home  from  the 
voluntary  fund  standing  to  its  credit.  Gifts  of  £20  and  A 10 
were  received  from  Horden  and  Seaham  Harbour  Centres, 
besides  gifts  in  kind  from  private  donors. 


Total  number  of  admissions  to  the  Home : — 

(1)  Children  

(2)  Nursing  mothers  


45 

57 


31 


Total  number  of  discharges  from  the  Home: — 


(1)  Children  44 

(2)  Nursing  mothers  55 

Total  number  of  children  who  died 3 

Average  duration  of  stay  of : — 

(1)  Children  54  days. 

(2)  Nursing  mothers  24  days. 

No.  of  patients  who'  paid  full  fee Nil. 

No.  of  patients  who  contributed  towards 

cost  56 

No.  of  pupils  in  residence  8 

,,  ,,  ,,  who  paid  full  fee  1 


,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  obtained  certificates  ...  3 

Thirty-nine  babies  were  entirely  breast-fed  on  admission. 

*Fourteen  babies,  artificially  fed  on  admission  were  entirely 
breast-fed  when  dischargd. 

* Amongst  these  babies  are  included  4 pairs  of  twins  and  1 set  of  triplets. 
One  of  the  triplets  died,  but  the  other  two  were  entirely  breast  fed  on  discharge 
from  the  Home. 
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Attendances  at  the  Welfare  Centres  during  1924. 


Children  under  5. 

Expectant  Mother*. 

NAME  OF  CENTRE. 

No.  on  1 
books. 

Attend-  1 
ances. 

Con- 

sult. 

No.  on 
books. 

Attend- 

ances. 

Con- 

sult. 

Annfield  Plain  

497 

2739 

2408 

26 

102 

77 

Barnard  Castle  

39 

404 

303 

8 

9 

3 

Birtley 

906 

3792 

3216 

150 

445 

403 

Cockton  Hill,  Bishop  Auckland 

664 

2528 

1179 

• . . 

• • • 

• • • 

Town  Head,  Bishop  Auckland 

118 

473 

381 

3 

4 

4 

Blackhill 

257 

1106 

649 

15 

38 

32 

Blaydon  

502 

2558 

2289 

17 

55 

54 

aBoldon  Colliery 

183 

944 

281 

1 

1 

1 

Burnhope 

93 

478 

255 

. . . 

. . . 

* • • 

Burnopfield 

147 

559 

492 

14 

32 

31 

Chester-le-Street 

442 

1761 

1135 

10 

23 

22 

Chopwell 

260 

1042 

608 

2 

15 

12 

Consett  

481 

2649 

2372 

20 

38 

38 

Coxhoe 

221 

774 

732 

1 

15 

15 

Craghead 

92 

1338 

576 

1 

17 

16 

Crook  

480 

1711 

1008 

18 

26 

21 

Durham  ... 

804 

3363 

2522 

66 

140 

132 

aEasington  

310 

1170 

827 

10 

33 

31 

aEsh  Winning 

159 

469 

363 

10 

19 

14 

Felling  

534 

3280 

2638 

25 

81 

77 

Ferryhill 

551 

2113 

1649 

32 

40 

33 

Haverton  Hill  

282 

2585 

934 

11 

78 

30 

Hetton-le-Hole  

346 

1243 

691 

7 

7 

6 

Horden  

346 

1653 

1375 

11 

29 

28 

Houghton-le-Spring  

990 

3769 

2874 

53 

137 

134 

Middleton-St-George 

62 

389 

173 

3 

5 

5 

aBowlands  Gill 

87 

168 

133 

4 

7 

7 

Byhope  

372 

1600 

1014 

2 

2 

1 

Sacriston 

367 

1178 

637 

9 

41 

34 

Seaham  Harbour 

614 

2125 

1706 

25 

53 

50 

Shildon  

570 

2649 

2085 

18 

53 

52 

Shotley  Bridge  

183 

1429 

349 

1 

6 

3 

Shotton  

271 

778 

663 

15 

38 

37 

Southwick  

406 

2580 

565 

17 

21 

8 

Spennymoor  

566 

3034 

2576 

67 

166 

163 

Trimdon 

306 

974 

699 

19 

27 

27 

Washington  

669 

2650 

1265 

11 

31 

27 

West  Stanley 

555 

2650 

2285 

82 

184 

173 

Willing  ton  

191 

727 

384 

3 

17 

17 

aWingate  

88 

136 

104 

• • • 

• • • 

aWheatley  Hill 

284 

1078 

912 

20 

29 

29 

Whickham  

470 

782 

627 

10 

19 

19 

Wolsingham..., 

127 

744 

242 

• • • 

• • • 

Totals 

15892 

70172 

48186 

i 

817 

2083 

1866 

a Centres  opened  during  1924. 
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There  were  roughly  90,000  children  under  five  in  the 
county  during  1924,  a total  of  15,892  made  70,172  attendances, 
and  had  48,186  consultations.  This  means  an  average 
number  of  4.4  attendances  and  3-03  consultations  per  child 
enrolled  at  welfare  centres. 

817  expectant  mothers  made  2,083  attendances  and  had 
1,066  consultations — an  average  of  2.5  attendances  and  1.3 
consultations  per  mother  in  attendance  during  the  year. 

ENQUIRY  INTO  MATERNAL  MORTALITY  AND  INTO 
THE  INCIDENCE  OF  PUERPERAL  INFECTION. 

In  making  the  enquiries  into  the  above  deaths  it  was  of 
the  greatest  help  to  have  a talk  with  the  practitioner  concerned. 
Welfare  medical  officers  made  the  enquiries  in  the  areas  in 
which  they  had  charge  of  the  centres,  and  thus  got  to  know 
the  doctors,  who,  except  in  a very  few  cases,  were  only  too 
willing  to  give  what  information  they  could. 

Information  was  obtained  of  no,  out  of  a total  of  141, 
deaths ; of  that  number  only  37  received  ante-natal  care, 
which  in  many  cases  did  not  concern  their  pregnancy  but  their 
general  health ; 7 only  attended  an  ante-natal  clinic,  while 
5 were  kept  under  observation  by  the  midwife,  and  52  received 
no  care  at  all. 

To  supplement  the  above  statement  urines  were  tested 
in  only  14  cases,  which  certainly  leads  one  to  stress  the 
desirability  of  taking  samples  early  in  the  pregnancy  (9  deaths 
were  attributed  to  eclampsia  and  5 to  nephritis). 

Nearly  50%  of  the  women  were  between  30  and  39,  the 
majority  of  these  being  already  mothers.  25  died  as  the  result 
of  their  first  pregnancy. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  most  of  the  presentations 
were  normal — 67  being  vertex  and  7 breech  presentations  (no 
information  given  as  to  34,  and  5 were  abortions). 
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Six  of  the  total  were  delivered  by  handywomen  and  67  by 
doctors,  only  18  by  trained  midwives. 

Thirty-one  children  were  born  dead,  while  10  died  sub- 
sequent to  birth,  or  nearly  35%. 

In  only  1 1 cases  were  patients  given  an  enema ; in  view 
of  the  fact  that  one  of  the  first  lessons  in  the  management  of 
labour  is  to  clear  the  patient’s  bowel,  this  is  very  serious ; 
but  up  to  the  present  it  has  not  been  a routine  practice  in  the 
county. 

Again,  31  deaths  were  due  to  sepsis,  in  one  form  or 
another,  and  in  only  2 cases  was  there  evidence  that  gloves 
were  worn. 


By  far  the  greater  number  of  deaths  are  due  to  sepsis  of 
one  form  or  another,  31,  or  28%,  9 were  due  to  eclampsia  and 
5 to  nephritis,  while  8 died  from  placenta  praevia.  One  would 
wish  that  more  of  the  patients  were  nursed  in  institutions,  as 
so  few  of  the  houses  are  suitable  for  obstetric  operations. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATHS. 
Puerperal  Sepsis. 

Septic  Endometritis  (following  abortion) 

General  Septicaemia  

,,  ,,  after  abortion  

,,  ,,  with  phlebitis  

,,  ,,  with  broncho-pneumonia 

,,  ,,  with  cyetitis  

,,  ,,  with  septic  endocarditis 

,,  ,,  with  placenta  praevia  ... 

,,  ,,  with  cerebral  embolism  . 

,,  ,,  with  toxic  vomiting  


2 

10 

2 

2 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 


Total 


22 
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Peritonitis. 


General  2 

,,  with  femoral  hernia  I 

,,  following  salpingitis  I 

,,  following  abortion  I 

,,  with  enteritis  I 

Pelvic  I 

,,  following  abortion  I 

,,  following  salpingitis  I 

Total 9 

Total  Septic  Cases 31 


Eclampsia  9 

Nephritis  3 

,,  with  exophthalmic  goitre  I 

,,  with  uraemia  I 

Placenta  Previa  8 

Post-partum  Haemorrhage  6 

,,  ,,  with  Pul.  embolism  2 

,,  ,,  following  abortion  I 

Embolism  3 


Heart  Diseases,  Etc. 


Valvular  disease  4 

Fatty  degeneration  of  heart  I 

Heart  failure  3 

,,  ,,  with  branch.  asthma  I 

Influenza  5 

,,  with  influenzal  pneumonia  2 

,,  with  pleural  effusion  I 

,,  with  biliousness  I 

,,  with  nephritis  I 
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Pneumonia  8 

,,  with  chronic  nephritis  I 

,,  with  pyelitis  I 

,,  with  tuberculosis  I 

Scarlet  Fever  i 

,,  ,,  with  broncho-pneumonia  I 

Miscellaneous  Causes. 

Pulmonary  T.B.,  with  exhaustion  I 

Ruptured  uterus,  with  shock  2 

Exhaustion  from  malnutrition  I 

Shock  following  caesarean  section  I 

Do.,  with  fatty  infiltration  I 

Shock  (contracted  pelvis)  I 

Pernicious  anaemia 2 

Chorea  gravidarum  I 

Puerperal  insanity  I 

Cholecystitis  and  gall-stones  I 

Anaemia,  with  cardiac  failure  I 


13 


SUMMARY. 


Total  number  of  cases  of  Puerperal  Sepsis 31 

> > ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  Eclampsia 9 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  Nephritis  5 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  Placenta  Praevia  8 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  Post-partum  Haemorrhage  9 

,,  ,,  ,,  >,  ,,  Embolism  3 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  Heart  Disease  9 1 

>>  ))  yy  >>  j)  Influenza  10 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  Pneumonia  H 

>,  >>  ,,  ,,  ,,  Scarlet  Fever  2 ! 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  Various  other  cases  13  1 


Total  number  of  deaths  investigated...  1 10 

, 
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Total  Number  of  Maternal  Deaths  * 141 

From  Puerperal  Sepsis  31 

,,  other  accidents  and  diseases  of  Pregnancy  and 

Parturition  79 

No  information  available  in 31 


141 


Ages. 

Under  20  3 

20—29  35 

30—39  52 

40—50  20 


no 


Parity. 

Primipara  25 

Multipara  76 

No  information  9 


IIO 


General  Health. 


Good  50 

Fair  13 

Poor  37 

No  information  10 


IIO 


Home  Conditions. 


Good  52 

Fair  24 

Poor  24 

No  information  10 


IIO 
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Ante-natal  Care. 

Doctor  37 

Midwife  5 

Ante-natal  Centre  7 

None  5 2 

No  information  9 


IIO 


Urine. 

Tested  14 

Not  tested  57 

No  information  39 


IIO 


Gestation. 

Full  time  66 

Premature  35 

Induced  Nil. 

No  information  9 


IIO 


Delivered  by:— 

Doctor  67 

Midwife  18 

Handywoman  6 

Abortion  5 

B.B.A 9 

No  delivery  2 

No  information  3 


IIO 
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* 

Position. 

Vertex  67 

Breech  7 

Transverse  Nil. 

Abortion  5 

No  information 34 
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Condition  of  Child. 


Alive  58 

Dead  31 

Died  since  birth  10 

No  delivery  2 

Abortions  5 

No  information 7 
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Enema  given  1 1 

Vaginal  Examination  ....  63 


Douches  11 

Catheter  passed  5 

Forceps  applied  22 

Perineum  torn  8 

Gloves  worn  2 


Not  given,  or  no  informa- 


tion   99 

Not  done  47 

Not  given  99 

Not  passed  105 

Not  applied  88 

Not  torn  102 

Not  worn  108 
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Cases  Nursed  by: — 


Midwives  33 

District  Nurses  3 

Trained  Nurses  in  Hospitals  21 

Handywomen  2 1 

Friends  • 21 

No  information  20 


1 19 


Cases  nursed  at  Home  86 

Cases  nursed  in  Institutions  21 

No  Information  3 


IIO 


HEALTH  WEEK. 

During  the  week  commencing'  7th  October,  1924,  “ Health 
Week  ” was  held  throughout  the  administrative  county,  when 
in  many  districts  members  of  the  county  medical  and  health 
visiting  staff  addressed  audiences  on  subjects  appertaining  to 
public  health.  Special  health  talks  were  given  by  teachers 
by  arrangement  wTith  the  Director  of  Education  in  all  the 
elementary  schools  in  the  county. 

The  County  Health  Committee  convened  their  9th  annual 
conference  in  the  Town  Hall,  Durham,  on  Thursday,  the  9th 
October,  when,  at  the  morning  session,  Dr.  A.  F.  Tredgold, 
the  medical  expert  to  the  Royal  Commission  on  the  Feeble 
Minded,  gave  an  address  on  “ Mental  Disorder  from  the  Social 
Aspect  ” to  a crowded  audience.  A most  useful  discussion 
took  place,  many  questions  were  asked  and  the  answers  of  the 
lecturer  were  of  a most  helpful  nature. 
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The  afternoon  session  was  held  in  the  Palace  Theatre, 
Durham,  when  a display  of  health  films  was  given  to  a large 
and  appreciative  audience. 

HEALTH  VISITORS. 

The  health  visitors’  staff  consists  of  a superintendent,  who 
is  directly  responsible  to  the  county  medical  officer,  two 
assistant  superintendents  and  seventy  health  visitors.  The 
approved  number  of  health  visitors  is  76,  but  owing  to  the 
dearth  of  properly  qualified  applicants  the  staff  was  below 
strength  most  of  the  year.  In  addition,  part-time  health 
visitors  are  utilised  in  certain  areas,  viz.  : — Hartlepool  and 
Stockton  boroughs  and  Barnard  Castle  and  Whickham  urban 
districts. 

The  administration  of  the  Notification  of  Births  Act  is 
in  the  hands  of  the  County  Council,  except  in  the  boroughs  of 
Hartlepool,  Jarrow  and  Stockton,  and  in  the  Whickham 
Urban  District.  The  great  majority  of  the  registered  births 
were  notified  ; notified  births  in  the  area  administered  by  the 
County  Council  numbering- 21,422.  Registered  births  were 
21,512.  A large  proportion  of  the  90  births  not  notified 
occurred  in  the  practices  of  medical  practitioners. 

Registrars  supply  information  in  respect  of  registered 
births  which  have  not  been  notified,  and  medical  practitioners 
and  mid  wives  who  fail  to  notify  births  receive  reminders  of 
their  obligations  under  the  Notification  of  Births  Act.  Health 
visitors  enquire  into  cases  of  unnotified  births. 

Of  the  notified  births,  13,140  were  reported  by  doctors 
and  relatives,  and  8,282  by  mid  wives. 

The  health  visitors  paid  first  visits  to  21,890  births.  In 
IO-6  per  cent,  of  the  cases  no  doctor  or  certified  midwife,  was 
present  when  the  birth  actually  took  place.  During  1923  it 
was  arranged,  experimentally,  that  births  attended  by  mid- 
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wives  should  not  be  visited  until  the  end  of  the  lying-in  period. 
The  arrangement  has  not  hitherto  been  completely  successful, 
but  it  is  being  tried  for  a further  period. 

46,622  re-visits  were  paid  to  infants  under  12  months  old, 
an  average  of  rather  more  than  two  per  infant. 

The  70,000  children  between  the  ages  of  one  and  five 
received  28,914  visits  amongst  them,  an  average  of  less  than 
half  a visit  each.  As  a fact,  the  majority  of  these  visits 
were  paid  to  children  under  the  age  of  three  years.  The  out- 
standing* feature  of  the  year  1924,  so  far  as  the  health  visitors 
were  concerned,  was  that  a beginning  was  made  in  continuous 
supervision,  and  an  endeavour  is  being  made  to  visit  all 
children  at  least  once  yearly  until  they  attain  the  age  of  five 
years. 

The  total  number  of  home  visits  in  respect  of  maternity 
and  child  welfare  was  101,211.  The  health  visitors  made 
2,890  attendances  at  child  welfare  centres. 

The  health  visitors  are  required  to  make  special  reports 
on  all  cases  of  inflammation  of  the  eyes  of  infants,  however 
slight,  occurring  within  one  month  of  birth.  694  such  cases 
were  reported  in  1924.  The  number  of  cases  of  ophthalmia 
neonatorum  notified  was  194,  and  2,315  visits  were  paid  to 
the  cases  by  health  visitors.  28  cases  received  in-patient 
hospital  treatment  and  23  cases  were  hospital  out-patients. 
In  657  cases  the  eyes  cleared  up  satisfactorily,  in  7 cases  the 
eyes  were  damaged,  one  child  was  totally  blind  in  one  eye, 
and  three  children  were  totally  blind  ; nineteen  children  died 
before  the  eyes  were  reported  cleared  up. 

Owing  to  the  lack  of  accommodation  in  the  general  and 
eye  hospitals  in  the  county,  few  of  our  patients  can  be  satis- 
factorily treated  at  these  institutions.  The  majority  of  cases 
for  which  hospital  treatment  is  provided  are  sent  to  Howbeck 
Infirmary,  belonging  to  the  Hartlepool  Guardians,  as  this 
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institution  has  usually  beds  available.  Howbeck  is,  however, 
a long  way  from  the  thickly  populated  parts  of  the  county, 
and  it  would  be  a great  help  if  some  suitable  hospital,  more 
centrally  situated,  could  take  cases.  It  is  much  less 
expensive  to  provide  suitable  treatment  for  ophthalmia  neona- 
torum than  to  educate  and  partially  maintain  a blind  person. 


2,6 1 G new  cases  received  milk  assistance  during  the  year 
and  2,108  cases  were  discontinued,  the  number  receiving  milk 
assistance  at  the  end  of  the  year  being  1,395. 


Particulars  of  the  milk  distributed  are  as  follows: — - 

Receiving  dried  milk  through  the  welfare  centres 84.8  % 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  dried  milk  stations....  6-17% 

Receiving  wet  milk,  chiefly  cases  in  out-lying  districts 

where  no  centre  or  milk  station  operates  9.03% 


Total  expenditure  on  milk  assistance  for  the  year. . .^4,307  4 7 


From  time  to  time  there  are  complaints  that  recipients  of 
free  milk  sell  the  milk  to  obtain  ready  money.  Enquiries  are 
always  made,  but  satisfactory  evidence  is  never  forthcoming. 


The  League  of  Sister  Services  (an  association  of  midwives, 
district  nurses  and  health  visitors  for  professional  study)  held 
two  meetings  in  each  of  eight  areas  during  the  year.  Volun- 
tary workers  were  invited  to  several  of  the  meetings,  which 
were  addressed  by  welfare  medical  officers.  The  matrons  of 
the  County  Maternity  Home,  Bishop  Auckland,  and  the  E.  F. 
Peile  County  Convalescent  Home,  Shotley  Bridge,  kindly 
allowed  two  of  the  meetings  to  take  place  at  these  institutions. 
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At  the  training  course  for  the  Board  of  Education  Diploma 
for  health  visitors,  18  of  the  county  staff  passed  the  examina- 
tion. Two  gamed  distinctions  and  13  were  placed  in  the  first- 
class  at  the  examination  in  Dietetics  conducted  by  the  Northern 
Counties  School  of  Cookery. 

Owing  to  the  pressure  of  work  the  county  exhibition  was 
little  used,  but  many  requests  were  received  for  health  talks 
at  various  meetings.  As  far  as  time  permitted  speakers  were 
sent,  but  it  is  a matter  for  regret  that  some  requests  were 
refused. 

The  Welfare  Journal  has  a circulation  of  3,500,  and  at 
the  suggestion  of  some  teachers  and  health  visitors,  children’s 
pages  were  instituted  and  eventually  these  pages,  the  four 
middle  pages  of  the  Journal,  were  published  separately  as  a 
Children’s  Supplement,  with  a separate  circulation  of  1,000. 

5,839  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  under  supervision  at  the 
beginning  of  1924,  and  5,619  cases  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
The  health  visitors  paid  2,416  first  visits  to  new  cases,  and 
19,812  re-visits,  an  average  of  about  3 re-visits  per  patient. 
The  health  visitors  made  1,541  attendances  at  dispensaries. 

In  addition  to  maternity  and  child  welfare,  and  tuber- 
culosis work,  the  health  visitors  undertake  school  work,  and 
the  visiting  of  mental  defectives  and  of  blind  persons.  17,696 
home  visits  were  paid  to  school  children  and  schools  were 
visited  on  3,111  occasions.  Head-to-head  inspections  were 
carried  out  in  105  departments  of  63  schools.  It  is  of  interest 
to  record  that  at  head-to-head  inspections  carried  out  in  the 
schools  in  this  county  in  the  year  1912,  over  70  % of  the  girls 
had  dirty  heads;  at  the  inspections  carried  out  in  1924  this 
had  been  reduced  to  30  per  cent. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  done  by  the 
county  health  visitors  for  the  vear  ended  31st  December 
1924:—. 


45 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

Ante-natal  1st  visits  2,219 

Re-visits  1,334 

Births,  1st  visits  21,990 

Re-visits  46,622 

Children,  1 — 5 28,914 

Decertified  Midwives  202 

Measles,  1st  visits  25 

Re  -visits  5 


101,21 1 

2,890  attendances  were  made  at  child  welfare  centres. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

Tuberculosis  1st  visits  2,416 

Re-visits  19,812 


22,228 

1,541  attendances  were  made  at  dispensaries. 

SCHOOL  WORK. 

School  Children  (Home  visits)  17,696 

Schools  visited  3,111 


20,807 

164  attendances  were  made  at  dental  clinics. 

VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

Attendances  at  V.D.  Clinics  were  made  on  42  days. 

MENTAL  DEFICIENCY. 

Total  number  of  visits  paid  to  mentally  defective 

persons  1,895 

Total  number  of  actual  visits  151,592 

Unclassified  visits  5 >474 

Ineffective  visits  8,927 
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Proportions  of  work  in  percentages : — 

M.  & C.W.  Tuberculosis.  Mental  Deficiency.  V.D.  School. 


66- 1 8 2074  -87  .29  11.92 

Reported  to  Medical  Officer  of  Plealth : — 

Overcrowding  1,622 

Sanitary  defects  851 


2,473 


MIDWIYES. 

Two  hundred  and  sixty- four  midwives  gave  notice  of 
intention  to  practise  during  1924.  Of  this  number  226  were 
trained  and  38  were  untrained. 

Seven  deaths  of  midwives  occurred  during  the  year,  and 
eight  midwives  voluntarily  surrendered  their  certificates  on 
account  of  age  and  ill-health. 

During  the  year  1,049  visits  were  paid  to  midwives.  This 
number  includes  many  special  visits  of  enquiry. 

The  following  notifications  were  received  from  certified 


midwives : — 

Sending  for  medical  help  2,670 

Still-births  198 

Deaths  of  mothers  9 

Deaths  of  infants  70 

Liability  to  be  a source  of  infection 29 

Laying  out  the  dead  58 

Artificial  feeding  71 


Seventeen  cases  of  puerperal  fever,  seven  of  which 
proved  fatal,  occurred  in  the  practice  of  certified  midwives. 

Twenty-nine  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum,  in  respect 
of  which  midwives  had  called  in  medical  help,  were  enquired 
into,  Seven  of  these  infants  died,  seven  eases  were  removed 
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to  hospital,  and  eight  cases  had  out-patient  treatment  at 
hospital.  One  infant  lost  the  sight  of  one  eye  and  in  another 
case  the  eye  was  damaged,  while  one  infant  died  in  hospital. 

Charges  of  misconduct  were  cited  against  five  midwives 
under  the  Midwives  Act,  1902.  The  charges  were  held  to 
be  proved  by  the  Central  Midwives  Board  in  two  cases 
and  the  names  removed  from  the  Midwives  Roll  and  the 
certificates  cancelled.  In  three  cases  the  midwives  were  put 
on  probation  for  six  months. 

Sixty-two  trained  midwives  are  employed  by  nursing 
associations  and  several  are  employed  by  medical  practitioners. 

At  the  end  of  1924,  eighteen  midwives  were  practising 
under  the  County  Midwives  Scheme,  and  they  had  attended 
1,659  cases  during  the  year.  In  1,475  cases  they  acted  as 
midwives  and  in  184  cases  as  maternity  nurses. 

Two  hundred  and  fifty-two  cases  of  uncertified  midwifery 
were  reported,  but  it  was  only  found  necessary  to  send  formal 
warnings  in  35  cases. 

The  arrangements  made  for  the  supervision  of  midwives 
employed  by  district  nursing  associations  by  the  superinten- 
dent of  the  Durham  County  Nursing  Association  was  con- 
tinued for  a further  period. 

During  the  financial  year  ended  31st  March,  1925,  the 
County  Council  incurred  an  expenditure  of  A3, 034  4s.  6d.  in 
fees  to  medical  practitioners  who  had  been  called  in  under 
the  Midwives  Act,  1918.  The  County  Council  has  decided 
not  to  recover  from  the  patients  or  their  guardians  any  of  the 
fees  paid  to  doctors  under  the  Act. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

Medical  Staff. 

There  were  no  changes  to  record  in  the  Tuberculosis 
Medical  Staff  during  1924. 
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New  Dispensary  at  Whickham. 

A new  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  at  the  Whickham  and 
District  War  Memorial  Hospital  was  opened  on  January  23rd. 
Since  then  weekly  clinics  have  been  held  there  each  Wednes- 
day, and  arrangements  have  also  been  made  whereby  special 
cases  are  seen  by  appointment  on  Fridays,  when  necessary. 

The  constitution  of  the  district  served  by  this  dispensary 
is  as  follows  : — 

Ryton,  Whickham  & Blaydon  urban  districts  together 
with  Burnopfield,  but  excluding  Chopwell,  which 
remains  in  the  Consett  area  owing  to  there  being 
better  travelling  facilities  to  the  Consett  Dispen- 
sary. 

The  dispensary  at  Whickham,  although  perhaps  not  quite 
central  enough  for  this  district,  is  nevertheless  a great  improve- 
ment on  the  former  arrangement  by  which  all  the  patients  had 
to  make  the  long  journey  to  Jarrow. 

Dr.  Macrae,  the  Chief  Tuberculosis  Officer,  took  charge 
of  the  new  dispensary  with  the  area  it  served,  and  Dr.  Boleyn 
was  given  the  Stanley  area  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  work 
at  Jarrow  was  considerably  reduced. 

Sanatoria  and  Hospital  Accommodation. 

The  total  accommodation  available  for  the  county 
tuberculosis  patients  during  the  year  in  sanatoria  and  hospitals 


was  as  follows  : — - 

Sanatoria  367 

Hospital  60 


42; 


In  the  early  part  of  the  year  a sub-committee  was 
appointed  to  consider  the  question  of  additional  accommoda- 
tion in  view  of  the  large  number  of  cases  awaiting  admission. 
At  that  time  the  number  approximated  240,  which  included 
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a large  proportion  of  women  and  children.  The  sub- 
committee decided  that  additional  accommodation  was  there- 
fore necessary,  and  certain  members  of  the  Committee  visited 
the  Ministry  of  Health  to  consult  the  Minister  upon  the  whole 
question  of  sanatorium  extension  in  order  to  ascertain  his 
views.  The  Minister  of  Health  agreed  that  it  was  desirable 
to  extend  the  accommodation  in  the  county  for  tuberculous 
cases,  and  especially  for  women  and  children. 

Subsequently,  as  the  result  of  this  Committee’s  delibera- 
tions, an  expert  architect  was  appointed  to  advise  the  Council 
regarding  the  adaptation  of  Earl’s  House  Industrial  School, 
near  Durham,  and  Seaham  Hall,  near  Sunderland,  for  use  as 
sanatoria. 

Seaham  Hall  is  the  generous  gift  of  the  Marquis  of 
Londonderry,  who  gave  his  approval  to  its  use  as  a sanatorium 
for  the  treatment  of  tuberculous  cases.  It  was  also  decided 
to  negotiate  with  the  governors  of  Stannington  Sanatorium 
with  a view  to  the  County  Council  having  the  use  of  an 
additional  15  beds,  which  would  increase  the  total  accommo- 
dation in  that  institution  for  patients  under  the  County 
Scheme  to  100  beds. 


Arrangements  for  X-Ray  Examinations  & Treatment 

by  Ultra-Violet  Rays. 

With  a view  to  centralising  the  X-Ray  arrangements,  the 
County  Council  decided  to  transfer  all  this  work  to  Drs. 
Gamlen  and  McHugh,  of  Newcastle  and  Sunderland,  who  also 
agreed  to  undertake  the  treatment  of  lupus  and  certain  other 
tuberculous  lesions  by  means  of  the  Ultra-Violet  Rays.  This 
arrangement  came  into  force  in  July,  1924,  with  the  approval 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 
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After-Care  Work. 

During  the  year  the  County  Council  Scheme  for  After- 
Care  Work  was  extended  to  the  whole  county,  and  8 centres 
are  now  at  work. 


Three  hundred  and  forty-eight  applications  for  assistance 
were  received  and  dealt  with  by  the  various  committees.  The 
tuberculosis  medical  officers  attended  the  meetings  of  the 
committees  regularly  to  advise  them  on  the  medical  require- 
ments of  the  patients.  The  whole  of  the  administrative  costs 
of  the  After-Care  Scheme  are  borne  by  the  Durham  County 
Council. 


Notifications. 

The  number  of  primary  notifications  received  on  Forms 
“ A ” and  “ B ” by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
year  1924  was  1969,  of  which  179  were  from  the  county 
borough  of  Darlington. 


Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary, 

Total. 

Males  

609 

434 

1043 

Females , ... 

530 

396 

926 

Totals  

1,139 

830 

1,969 

The  County  Council  provide  treatment  for  tuberculous 
patients  resident  in  the  county  borough  of  Darlington. 
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Summary  of  Notifications  during  the  period  from  the  1st 
January,  1924,  to  the  31st  December,  1924,  in  the 

County  of  Durham. 


Notifications  on  Form  A. 


Number  of  Primary  Notifications. 

Total 

Notifi- 

Age  Periods. 

'O 

a? 

• *H  * 

• 4.  > Ofl 

cations 

0 

1 

5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

35 

45 

55 

fl 
n 3 

$-• 

o3 

JT*  O G 
^£.2 

on 

to 

1 

to 

5 

to 

10 

to 

15 

to 

20 

to 

25 

to 

35 

to 

45 

to 

55 

to 

65 

lO 

<o 

is 

e- 

P 

1 ^ 
r°  a '-a 

H 2 

Form 

A, 

Pulmonary  Males 

4 

25 

56 

46 

77 

74 

123 

86 

64 

31 

9 

595 

622 

„ Females... 

. . 

13 

38 

49 

74 

97 

126 

69 

32 

15 

9 

518 

541 

Non- Pulmonary  Males 

21 

125 

77 

61 

45 

31 

30 

15 

3 

2 

1 

411 

428 

„ Females 

11 

96 

73 

67 

34 

36 

32 

13 

8 

2 

4 

376 

388 

Notifications  on  Form  B. 


Number  of  Primary  Notifications. 

Total 

Age  Periods, 

| 

Total 

N otifica- 

Under 

Primary 

tions  on 

5 

5 to  10 

10  to  15 

Notific- 

Form  B. 

ations. 

Pulmonary  Males 

8 

6 

14 

17 

,,  Females 

. , , 

5 

r-» 

7 

12 

12 

Non- Pulmonary  Males... 

• • • 

14 

9 

23 

24 

„ Females,.. 

l 

9 

10 

20 

20 
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The  following  Tables  show  the  Ages  at  Death  and  the  District 

in  which  they  occur. 

DISTRICT.  Deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  at  Subjoined  Ages. 


Under  3 

months 

3—6  months 

6 — 9 months 

9 — 12  months 

1 and.imder 

2 years 

2 and  under 

5 years 

5 and  under 

15  years 

15  and  under 
26  years 

25  and  under 
45  years 

45  and  under 

65  years 

' 

65  and 

upwards 

TOTALS 

URBAN. 

Darlington 

• M 

... 

• • • 

... 

2 

1 

2 

20 

21 

15 

1 

62 

Durham 

... 

... 

... 

. . . 

3 

1 

5 

6 

3 

. . . 

18 

Hartlepool 

J arrow 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

. . . 

3 

1 

1 

7 

9 

23 

4 

19 

5 

10 

2 

19 

86 

Stockton. 

... 

... 

... 

4 

1 

3 

18 

34 

10 

... 

70 

Annfield  Plain 

... 

• -■ 

... 

... 

4 

4 

2 

... 

10 

Barnard  Castle 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

1 

Benfieldside 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

2 

2 

... 

1 

6 

Billingham  

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

1 

1 

... 

3 

Bishop  Auckland 

... 

... 

... 

6 

7 

5 

... 

1 8 

Blaydon 

... 

... 

3 

11 

12 

9 

1 

36 

Brandon  & Byshottles . . . 

... 

... 

... 

1 

8 

8 

1 

... 

18 

Chester-le-Street 

... 

... 

... 

. . . 

... 

4 

3 

... 

... 

7 

Con  sett 

... 

. . . 

... 

1 

3 

5 

... 

... 

9 

Crook 

. . . 

. . . 

• • . 

. • • 

1 

. . . 

3 

2 

• • « 

6 

Felling 

. . . 

. . • 

. . . 

1 

1 

. . . 

10 

9 

6 

. . . 

27 

Hebburn 

1 

. . . 

• . • 

. . « 

1 

2 

20 

11 

1 

1 

37 

Hetton-le-Hole 

... 

. . . 

• . . 

2 

. . . 

3 

5 

9 

3 

... 

22 

Houghton-le-iSpring 

... 

... 

. . . 

. . . 

2 

5 

4 

... 

... 

11 

T .pari  crn.t.A 

• • • 

1 

1 

5 

2 

9 

Ryton. 

. . 

1 

. . . 

2 

1 

1 

5 

Seaham  Harbour 

... 

1 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

4 

11 

• . . 

. . . 

16 

Shildon 

. . . 

. . . 

; - 

. . • 

• • • 

o 

3 

2 

... 

7 

Southwick-on-W  ear 

. , . 

1 

. . . 

1 

2 

2 

5 

. . . 

• • • 

11 

Spennymoor 

... 

... 

2 

3 

4 

9 

3 

... 

21 

n hinDP 

... 

Stanley 

. . . 

. * . 

. . . 

1 

• ♦ • 

1 

3 

8 

6 

. . • 

19 

Tanfield 

1 

1 

2 

5 

, 

9 

Trvw  T»n.w 

3 

3 

Washington 

. . . 

. . • 

1 

. . . 

1 

1 

3 

8 

5 

• • • 

19 

Wb  l p VI  i n m 1 . . . 

2 

3 

10 

2 

1 

18 

Willington 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

3 

3 

2 

9 

Totals 

1 

1 

4 

13 

13 

40 

186 

231 

96 

7 

592 

P TTP  A T 

xv  U H AD. 

Auckland 

... 

1 

5 

10 

20 

8 

44 

Barnard  Castle 

• « • 

, , , 

1 

1 

1 

7 

2 

12 

Chester-le-Street 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

o 

2 

2 

15 

14 

10 

46 

Darlington 

. . . 

. . i 

• . . 

• • . 

• . . 

> » • 

1 

2 

1 

• • • 

4 

Durham 

. . . 

• • * 

1 

• • • 

3 

10 

4 

4 

22 

Easington 

1 

• • . 

. . . 

• • • 

11 

21 

26 

9 

1 

69 

Hartlepool 

1 

1 

Houighton-le-Spring 

. . . 

. • • 

... 

1 

2 

~9 

4 

16 

Ranch  ester 

5 

6 

7 

5 

23 

Sedge-field 

• • • 

2 

3 

9 

8 

1 

2 

25 

South  Shields 

1 

5 

n 

11 

3 

Stockton 

1 

2 

Sunderland 

1 

1 

6 

12 

9 

22 

Weardale 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

6 

4 

2 

1 

14 

Totals 

... 

2 

... 

... 

5 

5 

35 

93 

120 

48 

4 

312 

Administrative  County. 

1 

3 

4 

... 

18 

18 

75 

279 

351 

144 

11 

904 
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The  following  Tables  show  the  Ages  at  Death  and  the  District 

in  which  they  occur. 


DISTRICT. 


URBAN. 

Darlington 

Durham 

Hartlepool 

J arrow 

Stockton 

Annfield  Plain 

Barnard  Castle 

Benfieldside 

Billingham  

Bishop  Auckland 

Blaydon 

Brandon  & Byshottles. 

Chester-le-Street 

Con  sett 

Crook 

Felling 

Hebburn 

Hetton-le-Hole 

Houghton-lenSpring. . . . 

Leadgate 

Ryton 

Seaham  Harbour 

Shildon 

Southwick-on-Wear. . . . 

Spennymoor 

Stanhope 

Stanley 

Tanfield 

Tow  Law 

Washington 

Whickham 

Willington 


Deaths  from  Non-Pnlmonary  Tuberculosis  at  Subjoined 

Ages. 


Totals 

RURAL. 

Auckland 

Barnard  Castle 

Chester-le-Street 

Darlington 

Durham 

Easington 

Hartlepool 

Houghtom-le-Spring. 

Lan  Chester 

Sedgefield 

South  Shields 

Stockton 

Sunderland 

Weardale 


Totals. 


Administrative  County.. 
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6 

o 

4 

2 

5 

1 

1 

21 

. , 
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1 

2 

1 

1 

6 
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1 

3 
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2 
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1 
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1 

5 

5 

5 

2 

25 

1 

l 

2 

l 

3 

... 

3 

3 

14 
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2 

1 

1 

4 

1 

... 

1 

1 

2 

3 

... 

2 

1 

3 

• • • 

• . • 

3 

4 

2 

9 

1 

1 

2 

3 

7 

... 
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1 
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. . 

1 

2 
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* ♦ • 

1 

1 

1 

1 
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4 
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3 
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1 

. 

, 

4 
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1 
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3 

1 

2 
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12 

1 

3 

1 

2 

1 

3 

11 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

» ,•  « 

1 

8 

• • • 

• . . 

1 

... 

2 

• . « 

... 

3 

• • • 

... 

... 

1 

... 

1 

... 

2 

1 

1 

1 

... 

5 

... 
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2 

1 

8 
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2 

... 

1 
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1 

4 
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1 

4 

1 

1 

... 

7 

. . 

1 

. . . 

• . , 

1 

• • . 

1 

1 

4 

• • • 

. , , 

1 

• • • 

1 

1 

1 

4 

2 

1 

9 

... 

I 

2 

... 

... 

•• 

3 

... 

1 

1 

2 

4 

. . . 

. . . 

4 

1 

2 

1 

8 

3 

9 

7 

5 

34 

44 

39 

26 

23 

9 

2 

201 

1 

4 

1 

4 
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Statement  of  Notifications  of  Tuberculosis  in  the  different 
Urban  and  Rural  districts  in  the  County  for  the 
Year  ended  31st  December,  1925. 


DISTRICT. 

Notifications. 

Form  A.  (Primary) 

DISTRICTS. 

Notifications. 

Form  A.  (Primary) 

Pulmon- 

ary. 

Non-Pul- 

monary. 

Pulmon- 

ary. 

Non-Pul- 

monary. 

1 

2 

3 

1 

2 

3 

URBAN. 

RU  RAL. 

Darlington  Borough... 

117 

58 

Auckland 

27 

22 

Durham  ,, 

11 

4 

Barnard  Castle  

4 

3 

Hartlepool  „ 

20 

17 

Chester-le-Street 

41 

35 

Jarrow  „ 

88 

96 

Darlington  

• • • 

1 

Stockton  „ 

82 

43 

Durham  

20 

7 

Annfield  Plain  

12 

5 

Easington  

90 

67 

Barnard  Castle 

2 

2 

Hartlepool  

9 

1 

Benfieldside  

14 

5 

Houghton-le-Spring 

24 

33 

Billingham  

6 

3 

Lanchester  

29 

22 

Bishop  Auckland  

11 

4 

Sedgefield  

51 

19 

Blaydon  

28 

25 

South  Shields 

22 

8 

Brandon  & Byshottles 

13 

3 

Stockton  

2 

1 

Chester-le-Street  

10 

9 

Sunderland  

25 

29 

Consett  

12 

10 

W eardale  

24 

30 

Crook  

12 

8 

Felling  

34 

25 

Hebburn 

51 

46 

Hetton-le-Hole 

13 

17 

Houghton-  le-Spring . . . 

18 

16 

Leadgate  

7 

5 

Ryton 

7 

9 

Seaham  Haibour 

20 

6 

Shildon  

10 

6 

Southwick-on-Wear  ... 

17 

11 

Spennymoor  

28 

13 

Stanhope  

4 

. . . 

Stanley  

30 

19 

Tan  fie  Id 

15 

3 

Tow  Law 

3 

• • • 

Washington  

25 

13 

Whickham 

21 

16 

Willington 

10 

6 

Totals 

751 

503 

Totals 

368 

278 

Deaths. 

The  number  of  deaths  in  the  administrative  county  from 
all  forms  of  tuberculosis  during  1924  was  1,131,  namely,  842 
pulmonary  and  289  non-pulmonary,  as  compared  with  1,163 
in  1923  and  1,211  in  1922. 
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In  the  following  statement  the  death-rates  from  phthisis 
in  the  boroughs  and  the  urban  and  rural  districts  of  this  county 
are  compared: — 


Rate  per  1,000  Living. 

1919. 

1920. 

1921. 

1922. 

1923. 

1924, 

Boroughs  

1-37 

M3 

1-37 

1-14 

0*90 

1*2  L 

Other  Urban  Districts... 

0-91 

0-92 

1-03 

0-89 

0-89 

0-86 

Rural  Districts 

0-76 

073 

0-77 

0-75 

0-80 

0-73 

Administrative  County... 

0 9 1 

0-83 

0-96 

0-87 

0*86 

0*85 

England  and  Wales... 

0-99 

0-89 

0-88 

0-89 

0-84 

0*84 

Summary  of  New  Cases  dealt  with. 

The  following  table  shows  that  the  total  number  of  new 
cases  dealt  with  during  1924  was  2,446  (2,288  from  the 
administrative  county  and  158  from  the  borough  of  Darlington) 
as  against  2,582  in  1923,  and  it  will  be  noticed  that  only  1,969 
(including  69  primary  B cases)  were  notified  to  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  but  238  of  the  new  cases  were  non- 
tuberculous. 


Male. 

Female. 

Children. 

Total. 

Insured  

582 

128 

710 

Not-Insured  

50 

451 

1,235 

1,736 

Totals 

632 

579 

1,235 

2,446 

Form  of  Treatment  granted  to  New  Cases. 

This  table  shows  that  institutional  and  dispensary  treat- 
ment were  granted  to  776  and  779  patients  respectively. 
Treatment  by  means  of  Ultra-Violet  Rays  was  granted  to  17 
patients,  and  in  the  case  of  4 patients  surgical  appliances  only 
were  supplied. 

407  patients  received  no  treatment,  of  these  238  were 
found  to  be  non-tuberculous,  and  169  were  still  under  obser- 
vation at  the  end  of  the  year,  a definite  diagnosis  not  having 
been  arrived  at. 
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Treatment. 

Insured. 

Not  Insured. 

Totals.  | 

Male. 

Female. 

Male. 

Female. 

Children. 

Sanatorium 

248 

51 

20 

151 

178 

648 

Hospital 

17 

6 

1 

16 

88 

128 

Ultra-Violet  Rays. 

2 

. . . 

. • • 

6 

9 

17 

Dispensary 

88 

26 

10 

90 

565 

779 

Domiciliary  and 

Home  Treatment  ... 

64 

25 

10 

50 

63 

212 

No  Treatment 
recommended 

40 

5 

1 

29 

163 

238 

Appliances 

. . . 

. . • 

. . . 

. . . 

4 

4 

Died  before  reoeiving 
Treatment 

78 

5 

6 

82 

80 

251 

Reports  not  completed 

45 

10 

2 

27 

85 

169 

Totals 

582 

128 

50 

451 

1,235 

2,446 

Institutional  Treatment. 

During-  the  year  1924,  810  patients  were  admitted  and 
818  discharged  after  receiving  treatment  in  a sanatorium, 
general  hospital  or  pulmonary  hospital. 


Under  Treatment 
31-12-23. 

Admitted  during 
1924. 

Discharged 
during  1924. 

Remaining  under 
Treatment 
31-12-24. 

M. 

F. 

Child- 

ren. 

M.  F. 

Child- 

ren. 

M. 

F. 

Child- 

ren. 

M. 

F. 

Child- 

ren. 

160 

73 

187 

317  191 

302 

319 

197 

302 

158 

67 

187 

Of  the  412  patients  in  institutions  on  the  31st  December, 
366  were  in  sanatoria  or  pulmonary  hospitals,  and  46  in  the 
general  hospitals. 

Institutional  Treatment  of  Tuberculous  Ex-Service  Men. 

During  1924,  1 18  ex-service  men  were  admitted  to 

sanatoria,  pulmonary  hospitals  or  general  hospitals,  and  92 
were  discharged  during  that  period.  On  the  31st  December, 
66  tuberculous  ex-service  men  were  receiving  institutional 

treatment. 
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Awaiting  admission  to  Sanatoria  and  Hospitals. 

The  numbers  of  patients  awaiting  admission  to  sanatoria 
and  hospitals  at  the  end  of  each  quarter  during  1921,  1922, 
1923  and  1924  are  shown  in  the  following  table: — 


Quarter  ending. 

1921. 

1922. 

1923. 

1924. 

3 1st  March  

271 

157 

118 

164 

30th  June  

360 

226 

189 

268 

30th  September. 

334 

155 

175 

237 

31st  December 

167 

114 

123 

203 

Condition  on  Discharge  from  Institutions. 

This  table  shows  the  condition  on  discharge  of  the  patients 
who  received  treatment  during  the  year. 


Sanatoria. 

Hospitals. 

Totals. 

Fit  for  Work  or  School 

126 

16 

142 

Improved  

269 

153 

422 

Stationary  

109 

17 

126 

Worse 

54 

5 

59 

Died  in  Institution 

58 

11 

69 

Totals 

616 

202 

818 

55  patients  left  before  the  completion  of  the  period  of 
treatment,  and  39  of  these  were  tuberculous  ex-service  men. 

Non-Pulmonary  Cases  treated  in  Institutions. 

During  the  year  282  patients  suffering  from  non- 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  treated  in  institutions ; 1 82  of 
these  were  children  and  the  remainder,  namely,  100,  were 
adults. 
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Dispensary  Organisation. 


No.  of  patients  examined  for  first  time  

Males. 

1,648 

emales. 

1,576 

Total. 

3,224 

» » 

diagnosed  pul.  tuberculosis 

562 

529 

1,091 

>>  » 

„ non-pul.  tuberculosis... 

421 

446 

867 

„ nontubercnlous 

568 

495 

1,063 

» 

diagnosis  doubtful  

113 

81 

194 

» » 

treated 

2,748 

2,610 

5,358 

)>  » 

under  treatment  31/12/24. 

1,905 

1,714 

3,619 

The  total  number  of  persons  who  attended  dispensaries 
during  the  year  1924  was  6,673,  as  against  6,062  in  1923,  and 
the  number  of  attendances  was  23,955  as  against  21,479  in 
1923. 


The  number  of  patients  visited  at  their  homes  by  the 
district  tuberculosis  medical  officers  during  the  year  was  2,482. 


Home  Treatment. 

This  form  of  treatment  was  granted  to  351  males,  153 
females  and  93  children. 


MALES. 

FEM 

ALES. 

CHILI 

3REN 

TOTAL. 

Pul. 

Non- Pul. 

Pul. 

Non- Pul. 

Pul. 

Non- Pul. 

309 

42 

132 

21 

50 

43 

597 

Surgical  Appliances. 

7 adults  and  47  children  were  supplied  with  surgical 
appliances  during  the  year. 

Bacteriological  Examinations. 


No.  of 
Specimens 
submitted. 

RESULT. 

Positive. 

Negative. 

Inconclusive. 

1,687 

407 

1,280 

... 
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Home  Nursing  of  Consumptives. 

Visits  were  paid  to  surgical  and  pulmonary  tuberculous 
cases  during  1924  by  the  district  nurses  at  the  request  of  the 
tuberculosis  medical  officers,  as  follows : — 


Darlington  680. 

Stockton  & Thornaby  2, 789. 


Supervision  of  Tuberculous  Patients. 

During  the  year  under  review  the  county  health  visitors 
paid  22,228  home  visits  to  tuberculous  patients  as  against 
23,404  in  1923.  The  visits  paid  to  tuberculous  ex-service  men 
numbered  1,73°)  the  corresponding  figure  for  1923  being 
2,032. 

The  total  number  of  tuberculous  patients  under  super- 
vision on  31st  December,  1924,  was  5,619,  and  of  these  879 
were  tuberculous  ex-service  men. 

X-Ray  Photographs  and  Treatment. 

.During  1924,  97  X-Ray  photographs  were  taken  at  the 
request  of  the  district  tuberculosis  medical  officers  in  cases  of 
doubtful  diagnosis.  38  patients  suffering  from  tuberculosis 
affecting  the  skin  received  Ultra-Violet  Ray  treatment. 

Extra-Nourishment. 

Extra  nourishment  was  supplied  to  122  insured  and  272 
uninsured  patients. 

Treatment  Training  of  Tuberculous  Ex-Service  Men. 

During  the  year  8 of  these  men  satisfactorily  completed  a 
course  of  special  training  at  institutions  approved  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health. 

Shelters. 

At  the  end  of  1923,  94  shelters  were  in  use  and  12  were 
awaiting  removal.  During  the  year  44  were  removed  from 
patients  who  had  no  further  use  for  them  and  were  erected 
for  new  patients.  In  addition  one  of  the  old  type,  viz., 
No.  17,  was  moved  to  the  Whickham  War  Memorial  Cottage 
Hospital  for  the  use  of  county  patients  resident  in  the  hospital. 

The  total  number  of  shelters  available  on  the  31st 
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December,  1924,  was  105,  and  these  were  distributed  as 
follows : — 

Northern  District: — 

Winlaton  (2),  Rowlands  Gill,  Blaydon  Haughs...  4 
North-Eastern  District: — 

Hebburn  (3),  Jarrow  (2),  Springwell  (2),  Washing- 
ton Station  8 

North-Western  District: — 

Consett  (2),  Hamsterley  Colliery,  Allendale  Cot- 
tages, Chopwell,  Burnhope,  Dipton,  West 

Stanley,  Shield  Row  9 

Western  District: — 

Bishop  Auckland  (5),  West  Auckland,  Coundon 
(2),  Eldon,  Shildon  (2),  New  Shildon  (2), 
Cockfield  (2),  Crook,  Stanley  Crook,  Tow 
Law,  Ferryhill,  Broom  (2),  Spennymoor, 
Middlestone  Moor,  Low  Spennymoor,  Rook- 

hope,  Weardale,  Westgate-in- Wear  dale 26 

Central  District: — 

Durham  (3),  Birtley,  Team  Colliery,  Elemore  Vale, 
Fence  Houses,  Esh  Winning,  Browney  Col- 
liery, Meadowfield  10 

Southern  District: — 

Darlington  (8),  Croft  Spa  (2),  Drinkfield,  Sad- 
berge,  Staindrop,  Piercebridge,  Coatham 
Munderville,  Barnard  Castle,  Middleton-in- 
Teesdale  (2),  Stockton  (6),  Billingham  (2), 

Wolviston,  Sedgefield  28 

Eastern  District: — 

Seaham  Harbour,  New  Seaham,  Dawdon,  Daw- 
don  Colliery,  Shotton,  Horden  Colliery, 
Easington  Village,  Ryhope,  Old  Penshaw, 
Murton,  West  Herrington  II 

Total  in  use  31st  December,  1924...  96 
Awaiting  removal  9 


Total  available...  1 05 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES. 


The  facilities  provided  by  the  County  Council  for  the 
treatment  of  the  county  patients  suffering  from  venereal 
diseases  are : — 


Royal  Infirmary, 

Newcastle. 

Male  and 

INI  ales. 

Females. 

Tues  , Thurs.  & Sat., 
8-30  a m. 

Wed.,  & Fri.,  3-30 

p.m. 

Tues.,  6 0 p m. 
Female  iriigation  dai 

Mon.,  Wed.  & Fri., 
8-30  a.m  , 

Mon.,  3-30  p.m. 
Thurs.,  6-0  p.m. 

iy- 

Royal  Infirmary, 
Sunderland. 

Male  anc 

Thurs.  Sat.,  10 

a.m. 

Fri.,  2-30  p m. 

Mon.,  6 p.m. 

Female  irrigation  dai 

Tues.,  10  a.m. 

Fri.,  11  a.m.  Ante- 
natal. 

Wed.,  2-30  p.m. 

•y- 

County  Hospital, 

Durham. 

Male  irrif 

Mon.  Thurs.,  5 

p m. 

Ration  daily. 

Thurs.,  11  a.m.  tor 
special  cases. 
Mon.  & Thurs  , 2-30 

p.m. 

General  Hospital, 
Darlington. 

Fri.,  6 p.m. 

Tues.,  3 p.m. 

Stockton  and  Thornaby 
Hospital. 

Tues.,  6 p.m. 

Fri.,  6-30  p.m. 

Tues.,  2-30  p.m. 

Poor  Law  Institution, 

Bp.  Auckland. 

Sat , 10  a m. 

Wed.,  5 p.m. 

Wed.,  2 p.m. 
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The  attendances  for  the  year  were : — 

Number  of  New  Cases, 

Syphilis  404 

Soft  Sores  18 

Gonorrhoea  574 

Non- Venereal  347 


Total...  1,343 


Aggregate  Number  of  In-patient  Days. 

Bishop  Auckland... No  beds  available. 

Darlington  15 

Durham  391 

Newcastle-on-Tyne  262 

Stockton-on-Tees  83 

Sunderland  430 


Total...  1, 1 81 


Total  Attendances. 

Bishop  Auckland  1,380 

Darlington  518 

Durham  10,582 

Newcastle-on-Tyne  7,850 

Stockton-on-Tees  2,971 

Sunderland  6,990 


Total...  30,291 


The  average  number  of  attendances  at  the  clinics  per 
new  case  is  22.55  as  compared  with  23.79  for  1923  and  22.93 
for  1922. 

STOCKTON. — A commencement  has  been  made  with 
extensive  alterations  to  the  Stockton  and  Thornaby  Hospital, 
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and  a separate  department  is  to  be  built  for  the  venereal 
diseases  treatment  centre.  When  established,  this  will  give 
greatly  enhanced  facilities  for  the  treatment  of  venereal 
diseases,  which  are  urgently  required  for  the  south-east 
portion  of  the  county. 

ISOLATION  HOSPITALS. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  isolation  hospital 
accommodation  in  the  administrative  county.  As  reported 
on  previous  occasions,  the  isolation  hospital  accommodation 
for  the  Hartlepools  district,  Jarrow,  Hebburn  and  Seaham 
Harbour  cannot  be  considered  satisfactory. 

The  smallpox  hospital  accommodation,  as  mentioned  in 
my  last  year’s  report,  is  insufficient  for  the  districts  of  Barnard 
Castle  and  in  the  districts  served  by  the  Lanchester  Joint 
Smallpox  Hospital  Board.  The  urban  district  of  Seaham 
Harbour  has  now  made  arrangements  for  the  reception  of 
cases  of  smallpox  from  their  district  into  the  hospital  belonging 
to  the  Easington  and  Sedgefield  Joint  Smallpox  Hospital 
Board. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  water  supply  for  the  county  generally  is  on  the  whole 
very  satisfactory.  Complaints  have  been  received  in  respect 
to  the  supply  in  a few  areas  and  these  have  been  remedied  or 
are  being  considered  by  the  local  authorities. 

Complaints  in  regard  to  the  supply  of  water  in  the 
Stanhope  urban  district  have  received  attention.  Various 
structural  alterations  in  the  mains  and  service  pipes  have  taken 
place  and  the  supply  of  water  in  this  area  is  now  satisfactory. 

The  medical  officer  of  health  of  the  Darlington  rural 
district  reports  as  follows : — 

“ With  the  exception  of  Low  Coniscliffe,  no  fault  can  be 
found  with  the  quality  of  water  supplies  of  your  district.  It 
is  estimated  that  the  cost  of  laying  a 3 in.  pipe  from  the  main 
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pipe  line  to  this  village  would  cost  £410,  and  a yearly  rental 
of  £/\.i  to  give  a return  to  the  Tees  Valley  Water  Board  of 
10%  on  this  cost.  It  is  estimated  that  if  every  house  in  the 
village  was  connected  a rental  oi  £21  would  be  forthcoming, 
leaving  a deficiency  of  £20.  This  latter  sum,  if  met  out  of 
a special  expenses  rate  on  the  full  parish  would  mean  a rate 
of  5d.  in  the  £.” 

In  the  Weardale  rural  district  there  are  no  village  wells 
in  use  for  drinking  purposes.  The  various  supplies  have  been 
generally  satisfactory  throughout  the  year  and  further 
improvements  are  being  made.  At  Wearhead  the  two-inch 
main  has  been  extended  350  yards  to  North  Grain,  where  the 
former  supply  was  intermittent  and  liable  to  pollution.  The 
supply  to  the  villages  of  Westgate  and  Daddry  Shields  has 
caused  considerable  anxiety  during  the  year  on  account  of 
repeated  complaints  of  an  intermittent  supply,  especially  in 
the  higher  parts.  The  council  have,  however,  resolved,  on 
the  recommendation  of  their  inspector,  to  build  a new  storage 
chamber  at  a higher  altitude  with  the  object  of  remedying  the 
defect.  The  supply  of  water  to  East  and  West  Haswicks  has 
hitherto  been  very  unsatisfactory  but  sanction  has  already 
been  obtained  for  a supply  from  Westgate. 

HOUSING. 

From  the  returns  made  by  the  local  authorities  I find  that 
there  were  2,669  new  houses  completed  during  the  year,  and 
in  course  of  construction  there  were  at  the  end  of  the  year 
2,465  by  private  enterprise  and  1,344  by  local  authorities. 
During  the  year  1923  only  1,519  new  houses  were  completed 
while  1,724  were  under  construction  by  private  enterprise 
and  617  by  local  authorities. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  figures  that  more  rapid 
progress  is  being  made  in  the  provision  of  new  houses  but  in 
spite  of  this  increased  progress  it  is  a fact  that  the  number 
of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  were  not  sufficient  to 
meet  even  the  natural  increase  of  the  population,  i.e.,  the 
excess  of  births  over  deaths. 
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During  the  last  five  years  the  population  of  the  county 
has  increased  by  approximately  70,000  persons  while,  accord- 
ing to  the  information  in  my  possession  up  to  the  end  of  June 
last,  the  total  number  of  houses  provided  by  local  authorities 
and  private  enterprise  since  the  end  of  the  War  was  consider- 
ably less  than  10,000.  Allowing  5 persons  per  house,  which 
is  a high  figure,  these  houses  will  only  accommodate  at  most 
50,000  persons.  The  influence  of  migration  can,  I think,  be 
disregarded  and  it  necessarily  follows  that  the  overcrowding 
in  the  county,  which  was  shown  by  the  census  in  1921  to  have 
increased  during  the  previous  10  years,  is  still  increasing. 

The  percentage  of  overcrowded  houses  to  total  houses  in 
the  county  is  now  approximately  30%,  and  a very  large  pro- 
portion of  the  population  are  living  under  deplorable  con- 
ditions. According  to  the  last  census  over  200,000  people 
in  the  administrative  county  were  living  in  houses  of  not 
more  than  two  rooms  and  of  these  76%  of  the  one-roomed 
houses  and  56%  of  the  two-roomed  houses  were  overcrowded. 
Nearly  250,000  were,  in  addition,  living  in  three-roomed 
houses  of  which  35%  were  overcrowded. 

The  plans  for  the  clearage  of  the  unhealthy  area  in  New 
Elvet,  in  the  Durham  urban  district,  are  now  before  the 
Ministry  of  Health.  The  town  council  contemplate  the 
erection  of  80  additional  houses  on  the  Whinney  Hill  site. 

In  the  Hartlepool  urban  district  the  medical  officer  of 
health  reports  “ a large  number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  and 
upwards  of  200  condemned  houses,  and  the  need  for  new 
houses  in  this  area  is  acute.” 

It  is  reported  by  the  medical  officer  of  health  of  the 
Seaham  Harbour  urban  district  that  at  no  time  during  the  31 
years  he  has  been  medical  officer  of  health  has  the  prospect  of 
housing  manual  workers  in  the  area  been  so  satisfactory  as  at 
present.  After  having  provided  accommodation  for  the 
increase  in  the  population  it  is  pleasing  to  report  that  17 
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dwellings  which  were  surveyed  as  unfit  for  human  habitation 
were  demolished  and  that  this  class  of  work  is  steadily  pro- 
gressing. 


In  the  Willington  urban  district  it  is  pleasant  to  note  that 
the  back-to-back  houses  are  being  eliminated  and  it  is  under- 
stood that  no  back-to-back  houses  shall  be  re-tenanted  as 
such  when  it  becomes  vacant. 


During  the  year  I received  a complaint  as  to  the  insanitary 
state  of  the  houses  known  as  the  Barracks,  St.  Helen’s 
Auckland,  in  the  Auckland  rural  district,  and  after  communi- 
cating with  the  medical  officer  of  health  I received  a long 
report  from  him,  including  a report  of  a sub-committee  of 
the  district  council  which  inspected  The  Barracks  and  also 
The  Square,  situated  at  St.  Helen’s  Auckland.  It  is  evident 
from  the  reports  that  the  houses  at  The  Barracks,  1 1 in 
number,  are  old,  dilapidated,  of  bad  construction  and  not 
reasonably  fit  for  habitation  and  they  ought,  as  soon  as 
suitable  houses  can  be  found  for  the  tenants,  to  be  closed  and 
demolished.  There  is  no>  doubt  that  extensive  structural 
repairs  to  The  Barracks  and  Old  Hall  are  not  justified  having 
regard  to  the  condition  of  the  property,  though  the  medical 
officer  of  health  states  that  the  colliery  company  have  promised 
to  do  such  repairs  to  the  houses  in  which  they  are  interested 
to  put  them  into  a reasonable  sanitary  condition.  The  medical 
officer  of  health  also  informs  me  that  it  is  the  intention  of  his 
council  to  erect  houses  in  this  township  under  the  Housing 
Acts,  and  I would  strongly  urge  that  the  houses  be  erected  as 
soon  as  possible  with  a view  to  the  permanent  closing  of  The 
Barracks  and  the  Old  Hall. 


Among  the  sanitary  districts  in  the  county,  the  greatest 
progress  during  the  year  in  the  erection  of  new  houses,  both 
completed  and  houses  under  construction,  has  been  made  in 
Blaydon,  Leadgate,  Seaham  Harbour  and  Whickham. 


6? 

Excrement  and  refuse  disposal. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  type  of 
convenience  in  the  individual  districts : — 


1 

District. 

Total  number  in  District. 

Ashpit-Privies 

converted  into 

Ash- 

Closets 

converted 

into 

Water- 

Closets. 

Wat^r- 

Closets. 

Ash- 

Closets. 

Ashpit 
Privies,  j 

Ash- 

Cloaets. 

Water- 

Closets. 

URBAN. 

Durham  Borough 

2983 

90 

358 

17 

2 

Hartlepool  „ 

... 

• * • 

• ♦ • 

• . . 

Jarrow  ,,  

1120 

5843 

7 

Stockton  ,,  

9480 

229 

2826 

1042 

. . . 

Annfield  Plain  

1385 

1173 

445 

29 

4 

Barnard  Castle 

940 

41 

35 

4 

7 

Benfieldside  

606 

480 

581 

34 

9 

Billingham 

91 1 

115 

583 

142 

. . . 

Bishop  Auckland 

2079 

740 

461 

1 

40 

1 

Blaydon 

3463 

3063 

834 

13 

35 

Brandon  & Byshottles 

648 

3316 

180 

42 

1 

Chester-le-Street  

2085 

1756 

39 

2 

10 

Consett  

1773 

634 

x354 

1 

102 

15 

Crook  

626 

1857 

55 

9 

. . . 

Felling  

901 

39S7 

12 

1 

5 

16 

Hebburn  

702 

1-3807 

37 

• • • 

. • • 

Hetton-le-Hole 

509 

2717 

47 

2 

1 

• . • 

Houghton-le-Spring  

951 

981 

229 

16 

6 

• • . 

Leadgate  

786 

108 

314 

• • • 

14 

1 

Ryton  

1267 

1446 

405 

47 

3 

11 

Seaham  Harbour  

1835 

748 

94 

... 

. . . 

Shildon  

937 

2039 

153 

21 

7 

Southwick-on-  W ear 

1701 

641 

263 

43 

60 

Spennymoor  

361 

3073 

398 

32 

3 

7 

Stanhope  

175 

170 

4 

• • « 

1 

. . . 

Stanley  

1850 

2756 

582 

• • • 

23 

13 

Tanfield 

37 1 

1773 

172 

12 

3 

5 

Tow  Law  

43 

527 

113 

22 

... 

2 

Washington  

1008 

2302 

221 

• • • 

17 

46 

Whickham 

785 

2095 

... 

13 

Willington 

413 

1675 

54 

5 

... 

6 

RURAL. 

Auckland  

1058 

10489 

963 

40 

40 

3 

Barnard  Castle 

552 

1 120 

1096 

5 

5 

17 

Ohester-le-Street  

4435 

6602 

1814 

l 

114 

16 

Darlington  

350 

409 

1332 

4 

2 

3 

Durham  

. . • 

... 

• • • 

> * • 

Kasington  

1712 

10590 

2282 

70 

58 

Hartlepool  

171 

365 

114 

• • « 

. . . 

• • « 

Houghton  

494 

4483 

366 

32 

* • • 

3 

Lanehester  

1459 

3557 

l»78 

27 

47 

21 

Sedge  field 

890 

5112 

1092 

12 

23 

11 

South  Shields  

1 635 

2715 

54 

4 

7 

12 

Stockton 

578 

1027 

70 

2 

20 

Sundeiland  

1388 

4130 

317 

6 

8 

Weardale  

166 

118 

884 

• • • 

6 

. . * 

* A Water-closet  town,  x Includes  6 pail-closets,  t Described  box-closets. 
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During  the  year  1,926  ashpit-privies  and  392  ash-closets 
were  converted  into  water-closets,  which  shows  a greater 
number  of  conversions  than  in  any  previous  year,  but  on 
reference  to  the  preceding  table  it  will  be  found  that  there  are 
still  a very  large  number  of  ashpit -privies  and  ash-closets 
throughout  the  administrative  county,  which,  from  the  public 
health  point  of  view,  require  conversion.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  the  district  sanitary  authorities  will  continue  to  make 
progress  with  this  work.  In  the  boroughs  it  will  be  seen  that 
very  great  progress  has  been  made. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  in  some  areas  daytime  scavenging 
is  prevalent.  Any  economy  effected  by  daylight  scavenging 
in  place  of  night  scavenging  is  more  than  counterbalanced  by 
the  undoubted  danger  to  the  health  of  the  community  by  the 
dust  and  other  nuisances  arising  from  that  method. 

Improvement  continues  to  be  made  in  the  general  work 
of  scavenging  and  removal  of  night  soil. 

drainage;,  sewerage  & SEWAGE  disposal. 

New  trunk  sewers  from  Birtley  to  the  tidal  waters  of  the 
Tyne  and  from  Pelton  Fell  to  Chester-le- Street  have  been 
completed,  as  have  also  new  sewers  for  intercepting  the 
sewage  at  the  south  end  of  Bishop  Auckland,  which  passed 
into  the  river  Gaunless,  and  a new  tank  sewer  for  intercept- 
ing the  sewage  of  Blackhall  Mill  which  entered  the  river 
Derwent. 

New  sewage  disposal  works  have  been  provided  at 
Kmtsley ; Colliery  Row,  Houghton-le-Spring ; and  Spenny- 
moor. 


Sewage  disposal  works  have  been  improved  at  Leasing- 
thorne  by  the  construction  of  a new  percolating  filter ; at 
Sedgefield  and  Cornforth  Lane  by  the  provision  of  more 
land  ; and  at  Trimdon  Colliery  one  of  two  large  percolating 
filters  are  nearing  completion.  Several  other  works,  as  at 
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Crag-head  (The  Middles),  Soutli  Cleatlam,  Frosterley  and 
Witton  Gilbert,  have  received  attention  and  their  efficiency 
has  been  increased. 

The  question  of  the  improvement  of  the  sewage  disposal 
works  at  Middleton-in-Teesdale  is  still  under  consideration, 
as  is  also  the  acquiring  of  six  acres  of  additional  land  at 
Stanhope. 

Owing  to  subsidences,  several  sewage  disposal  works  are 
in  an  unsatisfactory  condition,  as  at  Hetton  Glebe  Sewage 
Farm,  Byers  Green,  Littleburn  Colliery,  Langley  Park, 
and  Stanley. 

Owing  to  the  growth  of  building  operations  in  connection 
with  new  housing  schemes  and  to  the  increased  water  con- 
sumption due  to  the  provision  of  baths,  water-closets,  etc., 
the  sewage  disposal  works  at  Browney  Colliery,  Chilton  Lane, 
Chester-le-Street,  Sacriston,  Stanley,  Leadgate,  Ouston 
Colliery,  Craghead,  etc.,  are  altogether  inadequate. 

Though  frequently  recurring  pollution  of  streams  from 
collieries  and  by-product  works  continues,  in  spite  of  the 
publicity  given  to  the  matter  over  a number  of  years,  the 
conditions  are  improved. 


STREETS. 

In  the  annual  reports  of  the  medical  officers  of  health 
of  the  Crook,  Tanfield,  and  Willington  urban  districts  and 
the  South  Shields  rural  district,  reference  is  made  to  the  need 
for  making,  paving  and  channelling  both  front  and  back 
streets  and,  as  has  been  repeatedly  stated  by  me,  the  paving 
of  front  and  back  streets,  particularly  the  latter,  with  imper- 
vious material  is  probably  the  greatest  health  improvement 
that  can  be  made  in  a district. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  1 called  the  attention  of 
the  Sedgeheld  rural  district  council  to  the  unsatisfactory  state 
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of  the  road  leading  to  the  Chilton  Lane  Council  School  which 
cause  great  inconvenience,  particularly  to  the  scholars 
attending  the  school.  The  district  council  are  giving 
attention  to  the  matter. 

The  Durham  rural  district  council  obtained  urban  powers 
under  Sections  154  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  in  respect 
of  making  a new  road  from  Ludworth  to  Haswell  Plough,  and 
under  Section  39  for  sanitary  purposes  at  Framwellgate  Moor. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  have  issued  an  order,  dated  4th 
June,  to  the  effect  that  the  provisions  of  the  Private  Streets 
Works  Act,  1892,  shall  be  in  force  in  certain  parts  of  the 
contributory  place  of  Ryhope,  in  the  Sunderland  rural  district. 


SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 

I am  unable  to  report  that  there  has  been  any  change  in 
the  condition  of  the  slaughter-houses  in  the  administrative 
county.  No  public  abattoir  exists  in  any  part  of  the  adminis- 
trative area,  and  private  slaughter-houses,  either  from  the 
point  of  view  of  position  or  construction,  are  rarely  satisfactory. 
Many  of  these  are  small,  badly  lighted,  ill-ventilated  and 
placed  in  close  proximity  to  dwelling-houses,  and  it  is  difficult 
to  efficiently  inspect  the  carcases  of  meat  intended  for  sale. 

The  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924,  were  issued 
during  the  year.  These  regulations  enforce  notification  to 
district  medical  officers  of  health  of  intention  to  slaughter,  and 
will  thus  permit  of  more  efficient  inspection  of  meat  and 
detection  of  diseases  in  carcases.  Provision  is  also  made  for 
the  branding  of  the  carcases  with  the  private  mark  of  the  meat 
inspector,  an  additional  safeguard  to  the  public.  The 
regulations  require  that  all  meat,  fish,  etc.’  during  transit  and 
exposed  for  sale  shall  be  adequately  protected  from  con- 
tamination by  extraneous  matter  in  the  shape  of  dust,  etc. 
This  is  a great  advance  on  conditions  previously  existing. 
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COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

The  common  lodging  houses  in  the  county  continue  to  be, 
to  a very  large  extent,  unsatisfactory  and  medical  officers  of 
health  are  constantly  referring  to  the  insanitary  conditions  of 
those  in  their  areas.  The  majority  of  these  houses  have  been 
adapted  from  private  dwelling-houses  for  the  purpose  of 
making  common  lodging  houses.  This  is  never  satisfactory 
and  I would  again  urge  upon  local  sanitary  authorities  to 
consider  the  question  of  the  establishment  of  municipal 
common  lodging  houses  where  there  is  a demand  for  this  type 
of  accommodation. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

During  the  year  I was  informed  by  the  medical  officer  of 
health  of  Middlesbrough  that  milk  sent  from  a farm  in  West- 
gate  in  the  Weardale  rural  district,  on  bacteriological 
examination,  was  found  to  be  extremely  dirty  and  crowded 
with  organisms.  I communicated  with  the  district  medical 
officer  of  health  and  he  has  gone  to  considerable  trouble  to 
improve  matters.  A further  bacteriological  examination  made 
in  September  indicated  that  the  milk  was  still  dirty  and 
crowded  with  organisms.  Some  of  the  byres  at  the  farm  in 
question  are  unsatisfactory,  ill-lighted  and  dilapidated,  and  the 
farmer  has  no  means  of  cooling  the  milk  before  despatching  it 
on  rail. 

Unfortunately  county  councils  have  practically  no  powers 
enabling  them  to  ensure  the  purity  of  the  milk  supply,  and 
though  the  local  sanitary  authorities  can  insist  on  the 
structural  conditions  of  the  cow-byres  being  reasonably 
satisfactory,  they  have  little  or  no  powers  to  insist  on  other 
improvements  which  are  necessary  to  ensure  a clean  milk 
supply.  I am  afraid  in  many  parts  of  the  north  of  England 
the  conditions  under  which  milk  is  produced  are  such  that  a 
clean  milk  supply  is  impossible,  and  there  is  also  no  doubt 
that  a considerable  percentage  of  the  milk  supplied  for  human 
consumption  contains  the  germs  of  tuberculosis  and  is  respon- 
sible for  a very  large  proportion  of  the  tuberculous  diseases 
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from  which  children  suffer  in  the  early  years  of  their  life.  In 
some  districts,  undoubtedly,  the  milk  producers  have  a 
better  conception  of  what  is  necessary  to  ensure  a reasonably 
clean  milk  supply  to  the  consumer,  and  it  is  quite  clear  that 
the  purity  of  the  milk  supplies  is  more  dependent  on  the  ob- 
servance of  elementary  rules  of  cleanliness,  so  far  as  the  cows 
and  milkers  are  concerned,  than  on  the  structural  condition 
of  the  byres.  It  is  a remarkable  fact  that  although  the  Milk 
and  Dairies  (Amendment)  Act,  1922,  has  been  m operation  for 
more  than  two  years  only  one  application  has  been  received 
by  the  County  Council  for  a certificate  to  sell  any  of  the  forms 
of  graded  milk.  This  would  suggest  either  that  the  milk 
producers  recognise  that  they  are  unable  to  reach  the 
moderate  standard  laid  down  by  the  Act  and  Orders  relating 
thereto  or  that  there  is  no  great  demand  on  the  part  of  the 
general  public  for  a cleaner  and  purer  milk.  An  intensive 
educational  campaign  is  undoubtedly  urgently  needed  with  the 
object  of  ensuring  a purer  milk  throughout  the  country. 


It  is  a matter  for  regret  that  it  has  not  been  possible  to 
put  into  operation  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Consolidation)  Act, 
1915.  It  is  anticipated,  however,  that  the  above  Act  will 
come  into  full  operation  during  1925. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS. 

The  administration  of  these  Acts  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
County  Council  for  the  whole  of  the  administrative  county 
with  the  exception  of  Hartlepool.  In  the  Jarrow  and  Stock- 
ton  boroughs  the  local  officials  take  the  samples  and  submit 
them  to  the  county  analyst. 


The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  samples 
examined,  with  the  number  and  percentages  found  not  genuine 
or  below  standard,  during  each  quarter  of  the  year  under 
review : — 
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1924. 

Samples 

examined. 

Not  genuine  or 
below  standard. 

Proportion 

1st  Quarter 

319 

19 

5-9 

2nd  ,, 

359 

27 

7-5 

3rd 

339 

43 

12.7 

4th  , , 

433 

48 

1 r.  1 

Total  

1,450 

13; 

9.4 

Included  in  the  above  are  457  samples  of  new  milk,  of 
which  107  or  23.4%  were  found  to  be  not  genuine  or  below 
standard,  as  compared  with  20-3%  in  1923. 

FOOD  PRESERVATIVES. 

The  final  report  of  the  Departmental  Committee  on  the 
use  of  preservatives  and  colouring  matters  in  food  was  issued 
during  the  year.  It  is  very  gratifying  to  find  in  the  report 
that  the  almost  uncontrolled  use  of  preservatives  is  con- 
demned. After  explaining  the  reasons  for  the  decisions 
arrived  at  by  the  committee  it  recommends  that  only  two 
preservatives  should  be  permitted  to  be  used  and  these  only 
in  very  small  quantities,  viz.,  sulphur  dioxide  and  benzoic 
acid.  It  will  be  noted  that  the  preservative  most  commonly 
in  use,  boric  acid,  will  be  prohibited  if  the  recommendations 
of  the  Committee  become  law. 


The  administration  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  and  of  the 
Public  Health  (Milk  & Cream)  Regulations  in  this  administra- 
tive county  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Chief  Inspector  under  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act.  The  County  Medical  Officer  is  not 
responsible  for  the  taking  of  samples,  but  when  required 
advises  the  responsible  committee  on  matters  arising  under 
these  Acts  and  Regulations. 
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Public  Health  (Milk  and  Cream)  Regulations, 

1912  and  1917. 


1.  Milk  and  Cream,  not  sold  as  preserved  Cream. 


(a) 

Number  of 
samples  examined 
for  the  presence 
of  a preservative. 

Cb) 

Number  of 
samples  found 
contain  pre- 
servative. 

Milk  

579 

..  None. 

Do.  Separated  and  Skimmed  ... 

3 

do. 

Do.  Condensed  (Full  Cream)  .., 

20 

do. 

Do.  Evaporated  

7 

do. 

Do.  Powder,  (Dried)  

3 

do. 

Do.  iSkimmed  (Condensed)  

12 

do. 

Cream  

10 

one. 

2.  Cream  sold  as  preserved  Cream  . 


(a)  (1)  Correct  statements  made  12 

(2)  Statements  incorrect  none 

12 

(3)  Percentage  of  preservative  found 


•28% 

•19% 

•12% 

•18% 

•074% 

•21% 

00 

^p 

o- 

•16% 

•36% 

•10% 

•12% 

•29% 

Percentage  stated  on  statutory  laibels  O' 4%  boric  acid. 

(b)  Determination  made  of  milk  fat  in  cream  sold  as 
preserved  cream. 


(1)  Above  35%  12 

(2)  Below  35%  none. 


12 

(e)  Instances  where  (apart  from  analysis)  the 
requirements  as  to  labelling  or  declaration 
of  preserved  cream  in  Article  V.  (1)  and  the 
proviso  in  Article  V.  (2)  and  the  Regula- 
tions have  not  been  observed  None. 

(d)  Particulars  of  each,  case  in  which  the 
Regulations  have  not  been  complied  with 
and  action  taken  None. 

3.  Jhickening  substances.  Any  evidence  of  their 
addition  to  cream  or  to  preserved  cream. 

Action  taken  where  found  No  Evidence. 
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MINISTRY  OF  HEALTH  INQUIRIES. 


1924. 

Applicant. 

Amount 

Purpose. 

Result. 

29th  July. 

Houghton-le- 
Spring  U.D.C... 

X780 

For  works  of  sewerage  in 
the  Houghton  Urban 
District. 

Awaiting 

Sanction. 

12th  Nov. 

Hartlepool  Port 
Sanitary  Auth.. 

... 

For  extension  of  their 
Sanitary  District. 

Not 

Sanctioned. 

12th  Nov. 

Chester-le-Street 
R.D.C 

£4268 

For  Works  of  Sewerage  in 
the  township  of  Bourn 
Moor 

Not 

Sanctioned. 

do. 

£1900 

The  above  was  subsequent- 
ly amended  to  read  “for 
sewerage  disposal  of 
houses  at  Biddick.” 

Not 

Sanctioned. 

30th  Dec. 

do. 

£6000 

For  works  of  sewerage  and 
sewage  disposal  for  the 
township  of  Great  Lumley. 

Awaiting 

Sanction. 

31st  Dec. 

Leadgate  U.D.G.... 

£6000 

For  works  of  sewerage  and 
sewrage  disposal  at  Crook- 
hall. 

Sanctioned. 

do. 

£7500 

For  works  of  sewerage  and 
sewage  disposal  at  Billing- 
side  (including  the  con- 
struction of  works  in  the 
parish  of  Medomsley,  with- 
in the  Banchester  R.D.) 

Not 

Sanctioned, 

3rd  Oct. 

W hick  ham  U.D.C. 

£3500 

For  purchase  of  Gatdners 
Slipway,  Dunston,  for 
refuse  disposal  purposes. 

Not 

Sanctioned. 

COUNTY  COUNCIL  INQUIRIES. 

There  were  no  inquiries  by  the  County  Council  during 
1924  affecting  public  health  matters. 
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TABLE  A. 


Table  giving  Population,  Birth-rate,  Death-rate,  &c,,  within  the  Urban  Districts  of  the 

Administrative  County  of  Durham, 


URBAN  DISTRICTS. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

] Area 

J in  Acres. 

Registrar 

General's 

Population 

1924. 

Births 

Deaths. 

|Birth-ratt 

Death 

rate. 

Zymotic 

death- 

rate. 

Infant 
Mortalitj 
rate  per 
1,000 
Births. 

Phthisis 

death- 

rate. 

Total 
j Tubercu- 
losis 

I death- 
rate. 

Lung 

Diseases 

death- 

rate. 

Number 

of 

Cases 

Notified. 

Hospital 

accommo- 

dation 

Number 
of  cases 
removed 
to 

Isolatior 

Hospital. 

Deaths 

occurrtd 

outside 

District 

included. 

Deaths 

occurring 

within 

District 

excluded 

BOROUGHS. 

Durham 

R.  Stuart,  M.R.C.S 

1066 

17390 

401 

261 

23"06 

1501 

040 

85 

1-03 

1-38 

3-73 

121 

Yes. 

40 

25 

104 

Hartlepool 

Wm.  McKendrick,  M.D.,  D.P.H.. 

735 

21810 

614 

367 

2815 

16-83 

0-64 

12S 

0-87 

1-33 

422 

84 

Yes. 

26 

55 

44 

J arrow 

P.  A.  Dormer,  D.P.H 

783 

30450 

931 

600 

25-54 

16-46 

0-60 

112 

LSI 

2 49 

337 

645 

Yes. 

102 

124 

6 

Stockton 

G.  C.  M.  M’Gonigle,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 

5465 

67620 

1628 

982 

24-07 

14  52 

1 15 

108 

1-03 

1*24 

377 

831 

Yes. 

30U 

41 

34 

URBAN  DISTRICTS. 

A nil  field  Plain 

W.  M.  Morison,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

3489 

17000 

446 

184 

2624 

1082 

088 

101 

059 

082 

1-38 

336 

Yes. 

286 

30 

1 

C H Welford,  M.D 

560 

4850 

71 

59 

14-64 

1216 

021 

70 

0-91 

Yea 

10 

1525 

9086 

293 

98 

3226 

1079 

0'77 

0 fifi 

15 

T.  J.  Kirk,  M.B 

3036 

9107 

214 

102 

23  50 

1 1 "20 

0‘ 55 

89 

O 33 

066 

il' 

Bishop  Auckland 

T.  A.  McCullagh,  M.R.C.S.. 

691 

14520 

467 

205 

3216 

14T2 

0-62 

79 

1 24 

1-45 

1 79 

36 

Yes. 

18 

16 

51 

Blaydon 

H.  Morrison,  M.D.,  B.Hy., D.P.H. 

9314 

35000 

820 

376 

2342 

1074 

040 

95 

1 03 

1-29 

1*66 

460 

Yes. 

310 

83 

6 

Brandon  & Bysliottles 

Henry  Smith,  M.D 

6669 

19440 

491 

238 

25-26 

12-24 

0 62 

98 

0-93 

1-28 

2-42 

72 

\res. 

58 

33 

2 

2659 

17610 

433 

215 

24'59 

12  21 

045 

85 

0 39 

0-51 

227 

112 

53 

21 

1611 

13110 

340 

187 

25 '93 

14‘26 

031 

91 

069 

0 99 

274 

25 

Crook 

Robert  Steel,  L.R.C.P 

4056 

13310 

298 

170 

22-39 

12-78 

0-45 

107 

045 

0'75 

210 

66 

Yes. 

47 

28 

1 

Felling 

Wm.  E.  Peaooek,  M.D.,  B.Hy. 

2684 

27550 

621 

355 

2254 

12  88 

079 

103 

097 

1-41 

1-82 

303 

Yes. 

101 

51 

4 

Hebburn 

E.  K.  Norman,  M.B.,3.S.,  D.P.H. 

1241 

25730 

765 

345 

29-73 

1341 

0-54 

82 

1-44 

1-86 

210 

259 

Yes. 

116 

75 

5 

1617 

18100 

539 

250 

2977 

13  83 

055 

85 

1*21 

1 66 

271 

277 

80 

32 

Houghton-le-Spring. . . 

W.  Barken,  M.D 

1551 

10940 

330 

132 

30  17 

1207 

1-19 

112 

1 00 

1-28 

1-83 

166 

Yes. 

46 

15 

13 

1836 

5970 

181 

82 

3032 

13  73 

1 34 

72 

1*51 

1-67 

218 

81 

68 

17 

6 

5169 

15430 

363 

150 

23  53 

972 

006 

58 

0-32 

065 

1*29 

220 

117 

18 

4 

1101 

18130 

568 

288 

3 1 -33 

1 5*88 

1'82 

135 

0-88 

1-32 

3-81 

136 

6 

3 

Shildon 

R.  W.  Smeddle,  M.B 

1066 

14850 

349 

186 

23-50 

12-53 

0-33 

83 

0-47 

074 

2-23 

62 

Yes. 

38 

27 

1 

Southwick-on-Wear. . . . 

John  J.  Carrutliers,  M.B.  .. 

866 

15910 

429 

219 

26-97 

13-77 

0-82 

112 

069 

1-13 

3.65 

156 

Yes. 

18 

49 

— 

3388 

18850 

481 

280 

25 '52 

I486 

037 

106 

1-11 

1 33 

3*55 

120 

Yes. 

111 

35 

216 

1930 

26 

26 

13-47 

1347 

77 

0-52 

3-11 

21 

Yes. 

9 

1 

9 

Stanley 

E.  G.  D.  Benson,  L.R.C.P. , 

D.P.H 

3593 

27860 

739 

307 

26-53 

il-02 

0-86 

92 

0-67 

1-00 

1 90 

223 

Yes 

190 

56 

1 

Tanfield 

E.  G.  D.  Benson,  L.R.C.P., 

D.P.H 

4779 

10820 

231 

128 

21-35 

11-83 

0'28 

77 

0-83 

1-11 

1-20 

193 

Yes. 

147 

20 

10 

Tow  Law 

J.  H.  Naismith,  M.D 

477 

4307 

92 

57 

2L36 

13-24 

0-93 

109 

0-69 

0-69 

1*40 

15 

Yes. 

13 

5 

1 

5026 

17700 

504 

229 

28 '48 

12-94 

078 

123 

l-os 

1-30 

2-77 

219 

Yes. 

80 

34 

1 

5914 

20260 

482 

214 

2379 

1056 

0-39 

71 

089 

1-28 

1-63 

ii437 

Yes. 

76 

25 

5 

Willington 

R.  E.  Brown.  L.R.C.P 

3793 

9760 

210 

87 

21-52 

8-91 

010 

29 

0-92 

0-92 

0-61 

108 

Yes. 

51 

9 

2 

[Measles  complulsorily  notified  is  this  district. 


TABLE  Al. 


Table  giving  the  Deaths  at  Certain  Ages  and  from  Certain  Specified  Causes  within  the  Urban  Districts  of  the 

Administrative  County  of  Durham. — 1924. 


Deaths  at  Subjoined  Ages. 


Deaths  irom  Subjoined  Causes. 
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Durham 

2(51 

367 

600 

34 

79 

9 

23 

19 

15 

14 

14 

14 

15 

22 

42 

69 

77 

80 

102 

... 

2 

3 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

13 

26 

29 

1 

O 

1 

4 

18 

19 

4 

3 

1 

6 

1 

1 

34 

1 17 

32 

14 

13 

1 

6 

2 

7 

3 

G 

27 

3 

4 

1 

6 

1 

1 

6 

5 

3 

1 

3 

2 

1 

1 

23 

37 

48 

67 

17 

6 

14 

25 

3 

:i2 

29 

21 

54 

(18 

l 

1 

6 

6 

104 

37 

36 

30 

46 

120 

162 

1 

11 

4 

10 

19 

1 

26 

38 

1 

3 

66 

13 

3 

G 

6 

40 

44 

37 

2 

21 

37 

2 

1 

1 

7 

2 

9 

5 

J 4 

1 

73 

132 

Stockton 

982 

176 

74 

65 

34 

44 

120 

199 

270 

1 

6 

4S 

9 

2 

2 

61 

68 

2 

2 

0 

70 

4 

7 

116 

S7 

49 

12 

2 

17 

45 

5 

12 

4 

6 

5 

4 

184 

59 

98 

102 

8 

10 

8 

21 

33 

52 

1 

1 

2 

1 

4 

11 

1 

10 

1 

1 

2 

14 

9 

6 

3 

20 

1 

2 

9 

9 

_ 

36 

10 

14 

19 

5 

4 

1 

2 

6 

14 

27 

29 

27 

1 

6 

8 

1 

1 

3 

1 

2 

1 

2 

... 

1 

9 

2 

16 

19 

5 

2 

2 

16 

23 

1 

1 

8 

7 

1 

6 

3 

6 

12 

1 

4 

1 

2 

Li 

3 

1 10 

2 

11 

2 

4 

6 

17 

16 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

5 

1 

2 

2 

6 

9 

6 

2 

3 

1 

2 

2 

3 

5 

3 

Bishop  Auckland 

205 

37 

6 

6 

2 

15 

24 

48 

67 

3 

6 

1 

21 

19 

1 

1 

1 

18 

1 

2 

7 

13 

6 

3 

1 

3 

17 

3 

0 

1 

1 

11 

1 

41 

19 

2 

376 

238 

78 

48 

16 

11 

16 

20 

34 

46 

68 

98 

62 

1 

1 

1 

6 

7 

3 

1 

14 

8 

27 

19 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1 

36 

18 

6 

3 

3 

1 

26 

31 

18 

1 1 

3 

11 

21 

1 

6 

1 

3 

1 

11 

1 

5 

1 

4 

27 

13 

7 

9 

■27 

20 

Brandon  & Byshottles 

9 

13 

17 

31 

47 

4 

2 

3 

11 

18 

6 

16 

2 

3 

4 

1 

19 

1 

38 

3 

215 

187 

170 

355 

37 

31 

32 

61 

14 

12 

2 

7 

4 

12 

21 

27 

22 

59 

34 

37 

73 

61 

63 

58 

108 

1 

3 

8 

15 

14 

14 

14 

22 

1 

1 

1 

1 

7 

9 

6 

27 

24 

2 

4 

9 

20 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1 

1 

11 

3 

3 

20 

28 

33 

33 

21 

24 

30 

6 

9 

5 

9 

1 

10 

15 

18 

5 

6 

10 

1 

l 

3 

14 

1 

1 

1 

1 

! 

19 

7 

3 

3 

1 

2 

5 

1 

15 

2 

... 

8 

3 

13 

4 

0 

1 

1 

10 

1 

20 

18 

17 

25 

30 

1 

19 

1 

29 

11 

10 

2 

17 

24 

2 

2 

1 

9 

4 

5 

27 

1 

7 

345 

250 

63 

46 

19 

13 

11 

11 

32 

47 

33 

74 

88 

68 

1 

1 

1 

11 

1 

1 

40 

12 

21 

22 

1 

1 

37 

6 

l 

29 

20 

17 

15 

8 

0 

2 

29 

3 

3 

2 

2 

4 

24 

14 

8 

9 

42 

36 

26 

16 

12 

12 

13 

53 

1 

3 

13 

4 

1 

19 

2 

9 

1 

0 

1 

18 

3 

Houghton-le-Spring. . . 

132 

37 

9 

7 

8 

8 

11 

21 

31 

2 

1 

10 

1 

8 

7 

1 

1 

11 

1 

2 

7 

1 

12 

4 

15 

1 

4 

3 

1 

13 

6 

10 

10 

82 

13 

5 

3 

5 

13 

19 

20 

1 

6 

1 

6 

9 

1 

4 

1 

0 1 

4 

3 

2 

1 

2 

2 

19 

4 

1 

21 

6 

5 

3 

16 

38 

2 

1 

1 

2 

8 

1 

1 

2 

5 

21 

3 

26 

20 

288 

77 

19 

18 

16 

40 

64 

11 

15 

1 

1 

12 

9 

1 

16 

27 

11 

31 

2 

4 

37 

1 

1 

4 

2 

1 

1 

19 

8 

1 

26 

26 

3 

7 

Shildon 

186 

29 

4 

7 

10 

7 

17 

38 

74 

1 

1 

3 

2 

8 

14 

1 

2 

7 

1 

1 

2 

25 

4 

3 

3 

1 

9 

1 

1 

1 

1 

27 

5 

2 

32 

28 

South  wick-on -Wear .... 

219 

48 

20 

15 

17 

13 

31 

30 

45 

2 

1 

1 

2 

7 

2 

9 

11 

3 

2 

11 

4 

1 

2 

26 

16 

15 

1 

3 

20 

1 

4 

3 

3 

1 

13 

6 

28 

17 

4 

280 

61 

12 

16 

13 

16 

23 

57 

92 

1 

1 

13 

16 

I 

21 

1 

3 

32 

21 

13 

3 

13 

17 

3 

2 

1 

4 

3 

5 

17 

12 

35 

6 

24 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

] 

4 

2 

3 

2 

307 

68 

20 

17 

15 

22 

32 

63 

70 

1 

1 

1 

7 

3 

1 

1 

21 

1 

19 

3 

20 

12 

20 

3 

7 

30 

4 

2 

3 

2 

8 

1 

23 

10 

9 

30 

36 

128 

18 

22 

26 

44 

2 

12 

1 

1 

6 

0 

2 

9 

3 

1 

3 

2 

2 

... 

9 

6 

17 

19 

5 

2 

57 

5 

1 

8 

8 

22 

3 

3 

2 

2 

3 

4 

1 

7 

3 

1 

17 

1 

18 

6 

13 

28 

1 

1 

1 

13 

19 

1 

2 

1 

20 

20 

9 

1 

5 

19 

1 

2 

4 

2 

5 

3 

1 

4 

14 

7 

1 

27 

18 

1 

2 

2 

5 

214 

34 

12 

_ 

11 

30 

45 

67 

12 

20 

1 

18 

10 

7 

9 

0 

8 

8 

7 

I 

2 

0 

3 

17 

12 
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27 

22 

1 

' 

- 
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87 

6 

•2 
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21 

33 

1 

4 

7 

1 

2 

9 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

...  | 

5 

4 

1 

25 

14 
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table  b. 

Table  giving  Population,  Birth-rate,  Death-rate,  &c.,  within  the  Rural  Districts  of  ihe 

Administrative  County  of  Durham. 


RURAL  DISTRICTS. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Area 

in 

Acres. 

.£  S -z  g.1 

Cl  C 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Birth-rate 

Death- 

fate. 

Zymotic 

death- 

rate. 

Infant 

Mortality- 

rate 

per  1000 
Births. 

Phthisis 

death- 

rate. 

Total 

Tuber- 

culosis 

death- 

rate. 

Lung 

Diseases 

death- 

rate. 

Number 

of 

Cases 

Notified. 

Hospital 

accommo- 

dation 

Number 
of  cases 
removed 
to 

Isolation 

Hospital. 

Deatlis 

occurring 

outside 

District,1 

included. 

Deaths 

occurring 

within 

District 

excluded. 

Auckland  

T.  C.  Penfold,  M.B..  D.P.H 

57334 

62700 

1456 

761 

2322 

1214 

0-41 

88 

0-70 

0-89 

2-09 

358 

Yes. 

211 

77 

22 

E.  S.  Hawthorne,  F.K.C.S., 

D.P.H 

79961 

11690 

233 

150 

20 '80 

12-83 

0-34 

56 

T03 

1-29 

1-37 

24 

Yes. 

15 

17 

3 

Chester-1  ©-Street  .. 

J.  Taylor,  M.D.,  D.P.H 

26935 

56770 

1559 

688 

27  46 

1212 

0-72 

106 

0-81 

107 

1-79 

Yes. 

96 

19 

Darlington  

Robert  H Meikle,  M.B 

41361 

9924 

207 

128 

20-86 

12-89 

0-60 

77 

0-40 

071 

202 

69 

Yes. 

12 

16 

6 

Durham  

A.  T.  Harrison,  L.S.A 

30871 

32910 

858 

398 

26-07 

12-09 

0-64 

94 

066 

0-95 

2 56 

178 

Yes. 

162 

37 

26 

Easington  

W.  Giant  M.B.,  B lly.,  D.P.H. 

37018 

80480 

2332 

1076 

28-97 

13-37 

0-97 

117 

0-85 

1-08 

2 52 

627 

Yes. 

268 

95 

22 

G.  S.  Mather,  M.R.C.S 

19090 

3880 

82 

38 

2T13 

9-79 

0-26 

12 

0-26 

0-51 

T80 

23 

5 

7 

Houghton  

F.  11.  V.  Langenberg,  M.B  

1319*2 

29160 

825 

377 

28-29 

12  96 

061 

96 

0-55 

079 

2-63 

335 

Yes 

139 

50 

4 

Lanchester 

T.  Buckham,  M.B.,  B.S., 

B.Hy 

50645 

35450 

897 

433 

25-30 

12-21 

0-65 

78 

065 

0-85 

1-86 

307 

Yes. 

235 

42 

52 

46006 

38810 

463 

24  48 

1193 

068 

106 

064 

0-95 

270 

218 

181 

South  Shields  

W.  Armstrong,  L.R.C.P 

11295 

1S100 

365 

221 

20'16 

12-21 

0-77 

85 

0-61 

094 

T82 

137 

Yes. 

64 

33 

8 

Stockton  

T.  J.  Kirk,  M.B 

32009 

6807 

110 

69 

161G 

10-13 

0-29 

45 

0-44 

044 

2*20 

41 

Yes. 

21 

9 

10 

Sunderland  

G.  W.  Scott,  M.D.,  D.P.H 

6980 

31950 

764 

398 

23-91 

12-46 

0-87 

103 

069 

1 07 

2-29 

212 

Yes. 

43 

63 

79 

Weardale  

James  Bannerman,  M.B 

97753 

9569 

135 

130 

1411 

13-58 

67 

1 46 

1-88 

1-36 

53 

Yes. 

45 

8 

39 

TABLE  Bl. 


Table  giving  the  Deaths  at  Certain  Ages  and  from  Certain  Specified  Causes  within  the  Rural  Districts  of  the 

Administrative  County  of  Durham. — 1924. 


RURAL  DISTRICTS 

Deaths  at 

Subjoined  Ages. 

Deaths  from 

Subjoined  Causes. 



At  all 
ages. 

Under 

1 

Year. 

1 

and 

under 

2. 

2 

and 

under 

5. 

5 

and 

under 

15. 

15 

and 

under 

25. 

25 

and 

under 

45. 

45 

and 

under 

65. 

65 

and 

up’s-’rds 

Smallpox 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria 

and 

Croup. 

Enteric  Fever. 

Measles. 

Whooping 

Cough. 

Diarrhoea 

and 

Enteritis. 

ci 

3 ir. 

a.  ► 

3 D 

S 

Cm 

Erysipelas. 

Influenza. 

Cancer, 

Malignant 

Disease. 

Rheumatic 

Fever. 

la 

O L. 

a' 

a-s 

Other  Septic 

Diseases. 

Phthisis 

(Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis). 

Tuberculous 

Meningitis 

Abdominal 

Tuberculosis. 

| 

— 5 cs 

ML# 

O « * 

sS 

Bronchitis. 

«* 

o-= 

3 

S 

P a 

3 s 

X 

Pneumonia. 

Other 

Diseases  of 

Respiratory 

Organs. 

Alcoholism. 

Cirrhosis  of 

Liver. 

Nephritis  and 

Bright's  Disease 

Congenital 

Malformation, 

Premature 

Birth,  Con- 

genital Debility. 1 

Marasmus 

Atrophy.  * 

Injury  at  Birth, 

| 0'S 

3 x >,.© 
u <L--r 
aJ  .«■  3 t 

ic  5>s 

O 

1 

< 

Meningitis(not 

Tuberculous). 

c 

0 

► 

G 

O 

a 

Gastritis. 

Syphilis. 

Rickets. 

Organic  Heart 

Disease. 

Violent  or 

Accidental 

Deaths,  includ- 

ngSuffocation, 

Overlaying, 

Jurns  & Scalds. 

Suicide. 

Other  defined 

Diseases. 

Arterio- 

sclerosis, etc. 

Diseases 

ill-defined  or 

unknown 

Under 

2. 

3 . 

> C-l 

O 

Auckland 

761 

129 

32 

29 

28 

42 

107 

170 

224 

1 

3 

5 

5 

12 

5 

65 

60 

2 

4 

44 

5 

2 

5 

78 

26 

26 

6 

1 

3 

8 

47 

3 

13 

10 

5 

8 

5 

1 

2 

56 

28 

2 

125 

75 

15 

Barnard  Castle 

150 

13 

6 

3 

3 

6 

25 

36 

58 

1 

3 

5 

16 

1 

12 

1 

2 

5 

4 

7 

4 

" 

6 

5 

1 

2 

1 

1 

3 

9 

2 

3 

40 

12 

4 

Chester-le-Street 

688 

166 

34 

22 

34 

33 

71 

155 

173 

4 

4 

16 

17 

2 

1 

0 

29 

38 

3 

1 

3 

46 

7 

6 

2 

55 

28 

18 

8 

1 

2 

16 

82 

3 

2 

9 

2 

5 

9 

2 

1 

1 

59 

28 

2 

100 

58 

16 

Darlington 

128 

16 

3 

1 

4 

7 

15 

26 

66 

1 

2 

3 

1 

13 

13 

2 

4 

1 

2 

7 

3 

10 

1 

0 

4 

1 

1 

2 

12 

5 

22 

13 

3 

Durham 

398 

81 

22 

13 

21 

22 

48 

63 

128 

2 

3 

8 

8 

5 

1 

2 

10 

23 

2 

1 

3 

22 

4 

5 

38 

24 

20 

5 

1 

9 

37 

4 

2 

6 

3 

1 

4 

3 

39 

14 

54 

33 

2 

Eaeington 

1076 

273 

82 

51 

41 

64 

125 

198 

242 

2 

5 

2 

3 

25 

41 

7 

3 

2 

62 

58 

4 

5 

10 

69 

5 

9 

4 

93 

59 

48 

21 

1 

19 

99 

11 

6 

10 

1 

9 

20 

11 

1 

4 

59 

56 

4 

139 

79 

10 

Hartlepool 

38 

1 

2 

2 

1 

6 

10 

16 

1 

2 

6 

1 

1 

4 

3 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

9 

2 

Houghton 

377 

79 

17 

21 

10 

14 

47 

76 

113 

1 

1 

2 

14 

3 

1 

22 

23 

2 

3 

0 

16 

3 

1 

3 

38 

14 

21 

4 

1 

2 

9 

38 

1 

1 

3 

1 

3 

4 

6 

2 

30 

12 

4 

56 

23 

- 7 

Manchester 

433 

70 

13 

18 

20 

23 

45 

98 

146 

3 

5 

2 

1 

3 

9 

1 

20 

36 

2 

2 

23 

1 

5 

1 

26 

18 

21 

9 

1 

1 

15 

22 

4 

... 

4 

4 

7 

3 

1 

49 

18 

5 

72 

35 

4 

Sedgefield 

463 

101 

40 

28 

20 

23 

43 

77 

126 

1 

2 

1 

21 

2 

2 

34 

23 

2 

4 

3 

25 

1 

7 

4 

45 

43 

14 

9 

3 

3 

36 

4 

3 

2 

3 

3 

15 

2 

27 

18 

2 

52 

44 

3 

South  Shields 

221 

31 

14 

6 

16 

15 

23 

45 

71 

1 

2 

n 

2 

1 

33 

22 

4 

1 

1 

11 

1 

4 

1 

14 

8 

10 

6 

2 

4 

4 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1 

24 

5 

2 

28 

10 

1 

Stockton 

69 

5 

1 

2 

9 

20 

32 

2 

4 

8 

3 

8 

7 

1 

2 

1 

1 

7 

4 

16 

3 

2 

Sunderland 

398 

79 

19 

20 

11 

25 

46 

75 

123 

4 

4 

20 

3 

1 

14 

31 

1 

4 

2 

22 

7 

1 

4 

47 

8 

17 

4 

11 

25 

5 

2 

4 

2 

1 

5 

2 

1 

1 

37 

16 

3 

58 

24 

7 

Weardale 

130 

9 

3 

4 

10 

12 

31 

61 

5 

8 

14 

4 

7 

3 

3 

2 

6 

5 

l 

1 

2 

18 

3 

2 

25 

15 

6 

Total 

5,330 

1,053 

283 

217 

214 

287 

627 

1,080 

1,569 

16 

29 

10 

6 

86 

142 

29 

6 

10 

318 

365 

20 

21 

33 

312 

40 

45 

24 

465 

245 

218 

77 

4 

17 

no 

406 

39 

16 

52 

28 

35 

77 

38 

9 

10 

429 

212 

29 

796 

426 

80 

Tabulated  Statement  of  the  Chief  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Administrative  County  of 
Durham  for  the  year  I924f  compiled  from  the  monthly  returns  supplied 
to  the  County  Medical  Officer  by  the  District  Registrars. 
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